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PREFACE. 



Ik presenting these remarks on the unsound opinions of 
the recent seceders, from the Society of Friends, it may be 
suitable to apprise the reader, that it did not come within the 
design of the author, to devote much attention to the many 
calumnies that they have thrown on the community which 
they have lefl ; this appeared the less needful, as most, if not 
all their charges against that body, at least those of a doctri- 
nal tendency, have been long since refuted, by the writers of 
the early times of the Society, in their replies to opposers of 
their day. The charge of Deism, in particular, with the 
hackneyed allusion to Lord Herbert, ofCherbury, has long 
since had all the attention due to so stale an article; but for 
a particular refutation of these charges, the reader is refer- 
red to an excellent work by Alexander Arscott, entitled 
•< Some Considerations relating to the present state of the 
Christian Religion." 

With respect to the charge of Semi-Pelagianism brought 
in this essay, against the seceders, it must be led to the rea- 
der to consider, whether it be well sustained from the premi- 
ses adduced. 



It may be objected by some, that there is a redundancy of 
Scriptural references in the work now presented to the reader, 
but it should be recollected that the object was to produce 
a Scriptural exposure of error, rather than to assume the 
possession of great intellectual endowments, or of powert 



that might be judged needful for << untrammelled" research. 
Besides, the author having observed the manner in which some 
of the writers on the opposite side of the question, have 
'* twisted" certain passages of scripture to suit their purpose, 
considered it, therefore, better in many instances to give the 
context with the text relied upon, for confirmation of the 
view taken, in order that the reader might the more readily 
perceive, whether the inferences were fairly, and it may be 
said honestly, drawn. Not that the writer would be under- 
stood to assume that no mistakes have been made, with re- 
spect to the genuine import and signification, of every pass- 
age referred to, though he hopes that there are not any which 
will affect any important point of doctrine. 

With these observations, he would submit his labour of 
love, for such he dares assume that it has been, to the can- 
did perusal of his readers. 

North ShieUtt 3d Mouthy 1839. 



SCRIPTURAL EXAMINATION, &c. 



That the naturni man "at his best estate, is altogether 
vanity,"* wi!l he readily conceded by most of those who 
profess the Christian name. " There is none righteous, no 
not one."! The enquiry, therefore, becomes highly impor- 
tant, how is he to he recovered trom his sinful condition, 
cleansed from the pollutions of liis fallen nature, and restored 
to " the image of Him, who created him ?";(: 

The cry of the Psalmist from a true sense of bis condition, 
was, — " And now, Lord, what wait I for ? my hope is in 
Theem 

According to the doctrine of the Apostle Peter, the bap- 
tism, — the cleansing operation that doth now save us, is not 
the putting away of the filth of the fieah, but the answer of s 
good conscience towards God, by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. That this baptism must be felt and experienced in 
the soul, or inner man, is evident from the testimony of the 
Apostle Paul, — "Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy, he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, 
which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour : that being justified by his grace, we should be made 
heirs, according to the hope of eternal life/'J 

The epistles of the two Apostles just quoted, appear to 
have been addressed to experienced Christians ; that of Peter, 
" to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus,'* &c., whom 
he salutes, "Elect according to the fore-knowledge of God 
the Father, through sanclification of the Spirit, unto obe- 
dience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ."f| That 
of Paul, to his " own son after the camman faith :' it was. 
therefore, hardly to be 



1 after the common faith ;" it was, 
ixpected that they should describe 



very minutely, tbe firat steps or beginnings of a holy life ; yet 
Paul declares to Titus, asserting the general principle thai 
tbe grace of God that Iringeth ealvation hath apjirarcd to all 
men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world, looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for us, that, he migb t redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify uDto himself a pecufiar people, zealous of good works,''* 
but it is remarkable with what agreement, (hey both press 
the necessity of a spiritual influence, throughout the Chris- 
tian progress. 

We have, prcserred to us, in the commission given by the 
Lord Jesus, to " his chosen vessel,'' Paul, an epitome of the 
doctrines, which the Apostle was directed to teach, and 
which shews, in few words, the beginning, — the order of the 
progress, — and the consomniatioD of the Christian faiih and 
warfare, with the final triumph and victory of the Saints. 

" At mid day, O, King," sailh Paul, in his speech before 
A^rippa, — "I saw in the way, alight from Heaven, above the 
brightness of the sun, shining round about me, and them 
which Journeyed with me; and when we were all fallen to 
the eartb, 1 heard a voice, speaking unto me. and saying, in 
the Hebrew tongue, — Saul, Saul, why perseculest ihou me I 
It is hard for thee to kick against tlie pricks. And 1 said, 
" Who art thou. Lord ?" And he said, " I am Jesus, whom 
thou persecutest ; but rise, and stand upon thy feet : for I 
have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee b 
minister, and a witness, both of these things which thou hast 
seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto 
thee : delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I send thee, to open tbeir eyes, and to turn 
them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan, 
unto Ood, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and in- 
heritance among them which are sancliiied by faith that is 

Here, it appears, the conimenceineni of the work of re- 
demption in the creature, must be to have the eyes opened, 
and to be turned from darkness to light: and how, other- 
wise, can any one obtain a true seniie of his lost condition i 
The Apostle lays that it is Christ, as foretold by Moses and 
the Prophets, who "should shew light unto the people, and 
the GerilUes ;"t and, certainly. He only, can do ihii, by whom 
" God will judge the world." 

Having oAfniiie<< a true night and sense of its condtlion, in 
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that light which will neither flatter nor mitlesd, and which 
needs no human expositor, to explaiQ its teachiDSS, for ita 
shinings are above the hrightnesa of the sun at mid-day, or 
any other created liglit, the mind thus led to feet the necea- 
cessity of help, is oflenticneB driven to cry out, in all the bit- 
ternexa and anguish of unmitigated grief, *' God be merciful 
to me, a sinner!" It is then, that the mind, having been 
mercifully turned from darkness to light, becomes tensible of 
the extreme value of the invitation to turn also from the 
power of Satan unto God ; — to that power which alone, can 
discover, and redeem from all the insidious enares, and wick- 
ed inHuences of the enemy of man's happiness. 

But if these invitations of Divine mercy be slighted or ne^ 
lected, whether immediately communicated by the " Spirit 
of Truth, which proceedech from the Father," and wnich 
Christ declared should testify of him ;— or mediately through 
those of his ministers, who are qualiBed, as were the early 
diBciples, experimenlalli/ to bear witness of him," — that 
which Christ said unto the Jews who rejected his testimony, 
will become applicable to such an erruig soul, — "The word that 
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day."f — 
But if) happily, the gracious invitation be accepted, and « 
willingness be wrought in the mind, to receive the proifered 
aid of Divine mercy, the shortest ejaculation from tne huin- 
bled soul, — " God, he merciful !" will meet with acceptance 
before the throne of grace ; and strength sufficient for the 
da^ will be afforded, to resist the power of Satan, through 
Him who is declared to be the " power of God, and the wis- 
dom of God."]: The soul, thus resisting, " through Christ 
strengthening" it, in the spiritual warftre against all its ene- 
mies, both of flesh and spirit, victory will be obtained, and s 
comforting evidence will be experienced, of " being justified 
freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Chritt 
JeBus;"I| end finally, of an inheritance among them which 
ore sanctified through faith that is in Christ. 

This is indeed the faith, which is the saints' victory; and 
these, are the only means, by which the poor lost soul of man 
can be recovered out of the fall, and restored to a state of ac- 
ceptance with God the Father, even through the power and 
mediation of the Son ; who gave himself for us, to be a pro- 
pitiation for our sins, that being baptised through the power 
of his cross, into tbe likeness of his death, we also, through 
the lave and power of the Father, may be raised in the lil^- 
neig of his resurrection) to walk in newness of life: and thui, 

• JcdiDz>.,2e,S7. t litCor.L.at. 
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ind being justified by his grnce 
(although on our pari, an entirely unmerited favour) we 
should be made heirs, according to the hope oreternal lile in 
Him. 

While thus passing through the taver of regeneration, the 
records of Ho!^ Scripture, become ofinestimable value to the 
seeking ioul ; for there, are to be found related, the expe- 
riences and dectarnlioDs of many, who have before trod the 
path to jjloryt and to the eteroal inheritance of the saints in 
light ; and having been " given by the inspiration of God, 
[they], are profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works."* As 
these answer to the experiences of the mind engaged in the 
like Christian warfare, uiey aftbrd to it much encouragement. 
But above all price, are the accounts of the sufferings and 
conflicts of Him. " who trod the wine-press alone," — the 
Captain of our salvation, who was made perfect through suf- 
fenng, which He endured for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but for the sins of the whole world ; who died, that we might 
live, and be reconciled to God, through Him, and being re- 
conciled, saved bt/ His life., and being Haved, made to rejoice 
in the hope of eternal life tbroush faith that is in Him ; for 
thus to know the true God, and Jesus Christ, whom He hath 
Gent, is life eternal. Tlierefore, the record of these things 
which has been handed down to us of the present day, through 
the good providence of God, in Holy Scripture, is indeed of 
inestimable value, and will continue to be so to every seeking 
soul, to the end of time. 

It was in strict conformity with the evangelical commission, 
given to the great Apostle of the Gentiles, that the early 
preachers of the Society of I'riends (having themselves first 
received their call and qualification fur the work, from the 
same Divine power and authority inwardly revealed), labour- 
ed " to open the eyes" of llie people to whom tliey were 
sent, and to invite them to turn from the darkness of their 
fallen condition by nature, to the li^ht of Christ, within 
them ; and thus, their preaching was made manifest accor- 
ding to the experience of the blessed Apostle, " to every 
man's conscience;" and it whs by the cnectual "working" 
of the same precious influence, that they were enabled to 
turn the bent and inclinations of their hearts, fnmi the power 
of Satan unto God. 

William Penn, in his account of the rise and nrogrest of 

|I)e Society, describes what he considers to be toelr fuada- 
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mental principle, viz., " the light of Chcist within, re God'g 
gift for man's salvation," — which, he says, is the root of the 
goodly tree of doctrincg that grew and branched out from 
it." The first of these doctrines which he mentions, a, 
" Repentance from dead works, to serve the Jiving God," 
which comprehends these operations: — 

" First, — a sight of sin ; secondly, — s sense and godly sorrow for sin j 
thirdly, — an amendment for the time to come. This was the repentance 
tbey preached snd pressed, sad a natural result Frona the principle they 
turned all people unto. For of ll^il came sight, and of sight, came sense 
and sorrow; and of sense andaorrow, came amendment of life. Which 
docLrine of repentance leads to juBtification ; ihat is, forgiveness of sins 
that are past, through Christ, the alone propltiution ; and the BancilScBtiun 
or purgation of the soul from the defiling nature and habits of sin pre. 
sent, by the spirit of Christ in ibe soul : which is justification in tbe 
eomplete tense of the word ; comprehending both jusiification from lbs 
gurlt of sins that are past, as if they had never been committed, through 
the love and mercy of God, in Christ Jesus ; and the creatures being 
mude iimmrdly jiitt,t\itaa^ tbe cleansing and sanctifying power of Christ, 
revealed in the soul, which is commonly called sanctincation ; but none 
can come to know him lo be their sacrifice, who reject him as their sanc- 
tlfier ; the end of his coming being to save his people from the nature 
and defilement o( sin ; and, therefore, they that resist his Iteht and 
spirit, make his comiogand offering of none-eSect to them."' "Theory 
and practice (tbe same author 'temarks), speculation and enjoyment, 
— words and bfe, are two things." 

"Oh! it is tlie patUent, the reformed, the lowly, the watchful, the 
self-denying and holy aoul, that is the Christian ! and that frame is the 
fruit and woik of the Spirit ; which is llie life of Jesus, whose life, 
though hid in the fulness of it, in God the Father, is shed abroad in the 
hearts of them that truly believe, accoi'ding to their capacity. Ob \ that 
people did but know this to cleanse tbem, to circumcise them, to quicken 
them, and lo make tbem new creatures indeed ! — re-created, or regeuer- 
ated after Christ Jesus, unto goad woiks, ihut thty might live to God, 
and not to themselves ; and offer up living piayers and living praises, to 
tbe living God, through bis own living Spirit, in which, he is only, to be 
worshipped in this gospel day."-|- 

But the temptation that the serpent presented to our first 
parents, " in the day that yc eat thereof, then your eyes shall 
be opened, and ye shall be as Gods, knowing good and evil,"J 
has prevailed in a greater or less degree, with many of their 
descendantB to the present Aay, the desire of knowledge, 
the desire to be accounted grcnt ami emirteiil, in which, the 
corrupt nature of man, is so prune to indulge, — is so much 
opposed to the humble walk of the Christian, that we need 
not be surprised at the declaration of the Apostle, " For the 
Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom ; but 
we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, 
and to the Greeks foolishness ; but unto tlicm which are calU 



ad* both Jewa and GfcekSi Christ, the poiuer of Godi and tbe 
Xvudotn of God."* 

The Pelagians and semi-Pelagiona of the fifth century, are 
esaDiples of this proneneaa to self exaltation ; their errors 
are thus briefly described by R. Barclay : — " The Pelagians, 
ascribing all to man's will and nature, denied man to have 
any seed of sin conveyed to him from Adam ; and the Semi< 
Pelagians, making grace fallowing upon man's merit, or right 
improving of his nature."f 

But of the doctrines held and propagated by the early 
Friends, he thus writes ; — " First, — That God, who out of hit 
infinite love> sent his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, into the 
world, who tasted death for every man, hath given to every 
man, whether Jew or Gentile, Turk or Scythian, Indian or 
Barbarian, of whatsover nation, country, or place, a certain 
day, or time, of visitation, during which day or time, it is pos- 
sible for them to be snved, and to partake of the fruit of 
Christ's dealli. 

" Secondly, — That for this end, God hath communicated 
and given unto every man, a measure of the light of his own 
Son, a measure of grace, or a measure of the spirit, which 
the Scripture expresses by several names; as sometimes of 
the seed of the kingdom 4 — the light that makes all things 
manifest J il —the word of God;j — a manifestation of the spi- 
rit given to profit withal;^ a talent ;•■ — a little leaven ;f-}- — 
ihe Gospel prcndied in every creature,:]:^ 

" Thirdly, — That God, in and by this light and seed, invites, 
calls, exhorts, and strives with every man, in order to save 
him : which, as it is received and not resisted, works the sal- 
ration of all, even of those who arc ignorant of the death and 
infierings of Christ, and of Adam's fall ; both by bringing them 
IQ a sense of their misery, and to be sharers in the sufferings 
of Christ inwardly, and by making them partakers of his re- 
•urreciion, in becoming holy, pure, and nghteotis, and reco- 
vered out of their sins. By which, also, are saved they that 
have the knonleJge of Christ, outwartlly; in that it opens 
tbeir understanding rightly to use and apply the things deli- 
vered in the Scriptures, and to receive the saving use of 
litem; but ihut this may be resisted and rejected in both, in 
which, then God i« said lo be resisted and pressed down, and 
Christ lo be agnin crucified, and put to open shame among 
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ig thus resist and refuge l^m. 

conies their conUemBation."* 

K> Barclay proceeds to sum up the consequences of this 
doctrine, from wliich the following extracts are here insert- 
ed:— 

"FirEi, then, accoidins to tlii.n lioc trine, llie metcyof God is eicel- 
lenti; well eihibited ; iii that noue arc ncccssurily abut out from mlva- 
tion : und His juslicu \s demonstrated, in that he coodeinns none, but 
such, to whom he reall; made offerof salvation, affarding them Cha means 
necessary thereto. 

" Secondly, this doctrine, if trcll weighed, will be found to be the 
foundation of Christianity, aalvalion, and uesursnce. 

"Thirdly, it egreeE and answers with the whole tenor of the Gospel 
promlaes and ihreuts, and with iho nature of the ministry of Christ; ac- 
cording to which, the gospel, salvation, and repentance, are commanded 
to be preached to every creature, ivilhout respect of nBlions, kindred, fa- 
milies, or tongues. 

" Foin'thly, it magnifies and commends the mcrili of Christ's death, 
in that it not only accoufits them an^dtnf lo lavt all, but declares them 
to be brought so nigh unto nil, as thereby to be put in the nearest capa- 
city of BalvatioQ. 

" Fifthly, it exalts nbove ail ibc grace of Cod, to which it attributetb 
all good, even tbe loot and smallest actions that are so, ascribing; there- 
unto not only the Jirjl begtnningi and molioni ofgnod, but also the whole 
cojtveriion ami talvalion of the souK 

" Sixthly, it contradicts, overturns, and enervates the false doctrine 
of the Pelagians, Semi-Peiagians, Soeinians, and Qllteri, who exile the 
light ofualHTc, the liberty of man's will, in that it wholly excludes the na- 
tural man from having uny place or portion in his own salvation, hy any 
acting, moving, or working of his own, until he be first quickened, raised 
up, and actuated by God's spirit. 

" Seventhly, as it makes the whole salvation of man, solely and alone 
to depend upon Cod, so it makes his condemimtion wholly and in every 
respect, to be of/iimielj', in (hat hi; refust'd anil resisted Bomewhat, that 
from God wrestled and strove in iiis heart, and forces him to acknow- 
ledge God's just judgement in rejecting him, and forsaking him. 

" Elghtbly, it takes away all grounds of despair, in that it gives every 
one ground of hope and cerlaia attaraiicc that they may be saved, neither 
doth it feed any in security, in that none are certain how soon their day 
may expire : therefore, it is a constant excitement and provocation and 
lively encouragement to every man lo forsaku evil, and close with that 
which is good. 

" Ninthly, it wonilerrully commends as welt the certainty of the 
Christian religion among Infidels, as \t manifests its own verity to all, In 
that it is aonfirmed and established hy the experiences of all men : see- 
ing there tvas nerer yet a man found in any place of the eartb, however 
barbarous and wild, but hath acknowledged, that at some time or other, 
less or more, he ha[h found somewhat in hia hearl, reproving him for 
something evil, which he hath done, threatening a certain horror if hs 
continued in them ; as also promising and communicating a certain ptate 
and iweetneis as he hath given way to it, and not resisted."* 
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* Baiolay's Apology, Prop. 5 and 6,3'' 



The fact that all men, even Lhe unbelieving world, are r6> 
proved of sin by the spirit of truth, agreeably to the promise 
of the Saviour ; and that " because" they believe not in Him, 
is confirmed by the testimony of the missionaries in the east. 
The doctrioe that the law is written in the hearts of all men, 
is assumed by that much-esteemed and lamented missionaiy, 
the late Dr. Marshman, in his CitlechUm, which is evidently 
written for the use of the natives. 

As it was with a view to contrast the doctrines of Friends, 
with the errors of the Pelagians and Semi- Pelagians, that the 
preceding extracts from Barclay's Apohgi/ have been made, 
— so under the apprehension, that errors partaking much of 
the leaven of Pctagianism, or Semi-Felagianism prevail to 
a far greater extent among professors than some may be aware 
of, it may perhaps be useful to attempt the investigation of 
the subject to a further extent than It. Barclay appears to 
have thought it needful. 

The subject is further developed by Milner, in hJs His- 
tory of the Church, and his authority, it is proposed to fol- 
low, in the prosecution of this enquiry. He thus introduces 
the account of the Pelagian controversy : 

"It is the patt otnn intelligent agent to chose ihejillcil ifaion for the 
ntecutian dF arduous enterprises, on the introduetlan of important inno- 
vatione. This rule we may sarely conclude, is oliserved by Seiin, in all 
hie attempts s^inst the Church of Chrisr. Whitu lhe tidiff mid ctpe- 
, tUocc of Diviut infinencei were strong anil vigorous in Chrislian Socie- 
ties, it was in vain for him Co attempt to persunile men thol audi In- 
fluenceg were of no necessity or value ; he could du no more ihun reduce 
them to counterfeit, abuse, or misapply them." 

" But now that the holy influence ot the Spirit of God was generslly 
damped by aupersiilion, or ijiienched by liceniiou»iieas, Satan felt bin*, 
self emboldened to erect a new heresy, ivhirh ihould pretend to lhe 
hnght of purity, supported by mere human nature, exclusive of the 
operatiODS of Divine erace, aitogelbec. Thia was Pelagianism, and u 
the evil now entered the Cburcb for the lirst time, and in a gnaltr or 
Im degree, hai rtmliniud lo Oiii day, m it is directly subversive ol Chris- 
laanity itielf, and as it introduced a controversy, not trivial and frivolous 
like many others, but of nuipcakabk Imporlauce, — it eminently falls within 
^e plan of Ibis history, lo state the circumstances and consequences 
widi perspicuity." 

" Augustine, of Hippo, had been trained up under the Lord's whole- 
*aiiwdiidpline,braQ extraordinary conversion." — " Thusdid the all-wise 
Ood> who is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working, secretly sdr 
up • scourge for Pelagius, against the lime ihat he thould make his ap- 
pearance ; snd his heresy, was eventually, iine tcmnd means of infrodtK- 
ing JDster views of Gospel grace, than hsd for a long time obtained in 
the Chureb, and of reviving Cfaristisn Truth, huniiliiy, and piety-" 

" Pelagius," it appears, " was bom in llriliin, and was, in lii* own 
time, called Brilo. His eompunlon, Creletliui, woi an Irishman.".— 
" They were both laymen, tbc former, by profesiion a Monk, wbo, as 
|kr ai appears, always maintained a character of Fnir and decent moral*. 



^m- Us 



IS 

, MCDatenUon, ihere were who denied this; but it isadmith- 

bjr Augustine with his usual candour ; and we might hare been certwa 
of it, independent!; of his authority, because otherwise it would hare 
been impoasible fox him ever to have become a penon oF lasting reputa- 
tion in the rr^li^ioitit world* He appears to hitve travelled from monastery 
CO monastery, through various parts of the empire. Hii herelical opiniona 
did not appear till he was br advanced in life ( beFore that time, Augus- 
tine owns (though be speaks by hear-Eay) bis Tepalalhn for serious piety. 
to have been great in the Christian world, and those who know the dif- 
ference between holiness and mere morality, will not be surprised at 
thia," 

" His first writings were, an Epistle to Paulinos of Nola. and other 
little works, in which his erroneous views of grace, were so artfnily ex- 
pressed, and so guarded ivilh aiiilhus lams, [hat Augustitie owns he was 
almost deceived by them. But when he saw his other writings of a later 
date, he discerned that he might artfully mra the word grace, and by re- 
taining the term, break the force of prejudice, and avoid olfence, end yet 
conceal his meaning under a Eeneral ambiguity-" 

" For, by a dexterity, very common mth heretics, Pelagius, while he 
laid open to ^i> coni<erU, the whole mysteir of hia doctrine, imparted only 
ao much to others, as might be more calculated to ensnare their aOections, 
than to inform them of his real opinions. He used to deliver his views 
under the modest appearance of queries stated against the doctrines of 
the Church, and those, as not invented hy himself, but by others> Tbe 
eflecC of poisoning the minds of men, was, however, perhaps more power- 
fiilly produced by (bis, than it would have been hy a more direct and 
positive method. To this he added attothec arlilice ; he insinuated him- 
self into tbe favour of women of some rank, of ^cciik mindi, and unac- 
quainted with the Spirit of tbe gospel, though professing religion; and 
by tbeit means, he diffused his tenets with much success. Ccelestiiis, 
more open and daring in speecb. pursued a method not bo replete with 
deceit, and was therefore exposed to detection, more easily than his 
master." 

Milner remarks further on, in allusion to the conduct of 
Fclagius himself, — 

"How much more reapeclahle would it be to the character of many 
lilie Pelagius, would they at once oait what ibey are, and make no preten- 
sions to the doctrines of grace ! But thia sincerity would not so effec- 
tually serve the cause of Satan in the world." 

" Pelagius, using the same methods, viz., which Ciplestius did, (in 
attempting to deceive the Bishop of Rome) wrote to Innocent, with 
whose death he was unacquainted ; some fragments of his letters are 
preserved hy Augustine. A sample of them is as fallows ; — ' ha, let 
this epistle clear me before yon, in which I say that we have free will to 
sin, and not to sin, which in all good works is always helped by Divine 
aid.' 'And this power, we say, is in all in general, in ChriatJaiu,in 
Jews, and Gentiles. In all there is free-nill equally by nature, but in 
Christians (Believers) aloiie, it is hclpeil hy Grace. In those, there is a 
good condition, naked and unarmed, in these, who belong to Christ, it is 
fortified by Uis assistance. Persons, therefore, are to be condemned. 
who, when they have free-will, ly which they might come toJUitli, and 
obtain the grace of God, abuse iheir liberty ; but those are to he re 
warded, who, using a right free will, obtain the favour of G 
his commands.' 



nose are id ue re- . 

)f God and ke^^^H 

M 



" He Midi 
tfaa doctrine of original 
aiof, whiih with him ma 



the auae purpose, never once, eithe 

dejining what be meana by Divine aaitU 
n hq more tbiin the benefit of eternal ■*)• 
if naturul powers' Had he once elpreuty 
deelared that he did 'loi believe any real influence uf Divine grace on tbe 
mind hKiining it to what \s good, which he knew the Christian world 
before hia lime believed, and which if be himself had believed he woulil 
hBve expreatd ; there would have been an boneaty in hia heretical pi»- 
fUj which would have entitled hia character (o d greater degree of re- 
ject. Aa the case stands, and an he muat have known that hia oppo- 
nent used the terma giuce and Divine ossiatance in a quite diOerent eeiuc 
foxn that in which he uaed ihem, he appears, by his own words, to have 
been an insincere disputant." 

'■ If Satan cannot gain hii paini tutireli/ in asperaing the (fnwe 
•fGod, he will be content to do it Ih pari. And this, for the tnal of 
BKli'a sinceiily. was unhappily the case in regard to this pnisent contra- 
rersy. Pure Pelaglantam itself was lost, at least for many aget, nor did 
any man dare, for a long series of years, lo revive it. The works of 
Augustine were so agreeable to the Scriptures, that while they were re- 
prded as the sole stundard of Christian authority, a doctrine which set 
■sidethenecmityof gnce aUogclher, would gain no bearing in the Chuicb 
And in the western world, such an addition of light was obtained as no- 
doubt proved highly setviceablu to advance the kingdom of Christ. 

" But tares were sown : Seml-Pclagianism arose and maintained itsrif 
among many, and amtinau to this day tbe admired system of all thoae 
who seek to unite the ana of secular greatness with some regard for 
Chfistian orrhodoiy- Its language is, that though man cannot pcrtrverc in 
ibtue, without Divine grace, yet he can turn hiniBelf to God. Vila- 
li( of Carthage, seems to hare been the be^ilnner, who taught that our 
obedience to the gospel wis no olherwife the eflect of grace than that 
men amnM believe, except tbe wurd he preached to them. Thus external 
revelation was put In the room of the secret effeciual energy of the Holy 
Spirit. The Pelagiens, who had lust their Unt ground, retreated hither, 

. ... - J .1 ^- ... .1 -. -'cnen^hich 
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Again, the language of Milner is, — 

" And few write™ have been equal lo him [i- c, Augustine] in deieri- 

bingthein[ema]conflictofilL'sb8nil3pirii,iiiycterious,buteertain;igiioTuit- 

Ij confounded byphiloaophcrswith thecuuQict between reason and pBision, 

—■"— eaenied by tbe profane as enihnsiasiic. He describes tnia in a 

BKftnoim to any but those who hnie felt it! and the Pelagian 

..oni to perfection, obl^e him to say more than otherwise would 

ve aeedful. to prove that the most bumble and the moat holy have, 
through life, to combat with indwelling >in."* 

Tbi* opinion or Augustine, thut tlie most humble and the 
Dostboly have, through life, to combat with iod welling bid, 
leems to have occasitjtied Itobcrt Barclay to remark, that in 
bis opposition lo tbe urrots of the Ptlagiatis, bihI the Semi- 
Pelagiani, be inclined to the other extreme ; and also, thit 
" Luther uiui others, finding among other errors, the Rtrtiage 
^^ tspreuioni used by tome of the Popi«h scholattic*, < 
^^L • HUiiar, Uiit.oIthcChurdi, Caul, V 
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ing tree will) and hov much the tendency of theii' principle! is 
to exalt human nature, and to lessen God's grace, having all 
thoae sayings of Augustine for a pattern, through the like 
mistake, ran upon the same extreme."* 

But if this opinion of these Reformers were true, where 
would be the victory of the Saints ! " For whatsoever is 
born of God, overcomelh the world ; and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith ; who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus ia the 
Son of God;"f but wliere is the faith of those that do not 
believe in the power of the Son of God, — the Saviour, to take 
away sin ! — and where is the victory that never overcometh ! 
—The Apostle Paul saith, " The sting of death is sin; and 
the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.":tl 

It is true that this victory ia not to be obtained with- 
out conflict, as every experienced Christian knows; even 
Jesus was tempted like as we are, " yet without sin:" and 
the holy Apostle had to endure severe conflicts, but was sup- 
ported by the Divine assurance, " my grace is sii^Unt for 
thee, — for my strength is made perfect in weakneBs."I| It is 
under the banner of an almighty Saviour tliat the Christian 
fights. " For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war af- 
ter the 6esh : (for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal 
but mighty, f A roug A God, to the pulling down of strongholds), 
Gftiting down imaginations and every high thing that esaU 
teth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.^ But 
some may, in words at least, seem to acknowledge the power 
of the Saviour, who yet, faithlessly (for all men have not 
faith)^ deny that "this is the will of God, even your sancti- 
lication ;" or that it is possible that any should " stand per- 
fect and complete in all the will of God;""' — thus doubting 
whether victory can ever be obtained on this side the grave. 

The necessity of so labouring in (he Lord's vineyard under 
the guidance of the Divine Master, that all the noxious weeds 
of our corrupt nature may be rooted up from the ground of 
the heart, that there may be room for the precious plant of 
renown to grow and bring forth fruit to the praise nf the 
great Husbandman, — that victory may be known over all that 
is offensive in His sight, — is very evident from all the requi- 
sitions and promises contained in Holy Scripture ; and par- 
ticularly from those addressed to the seven churches of Asia, 
as contained in the second and third chapters of Revelations, 

" Bare. Apol., Prop. v. Dud vi,, S 9. § 2d Cor, i., 4, o. 
t lit John v., S. < 1st Thess. ir, 3. 

I 1st Cor. XT., 86,67. '* Col. i»., 13, 
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It is very remarkable that the exhortation to each of the 
seven churches, concludes with gracious promises to those 
that overcome. And it is siiiti, " I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end. 1 will give unto him that is 
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that 
ovcrcometh shall inherit all things; I will be his Gud, and 
he shall be ray Bon."f But awful judgments are denounced 
against a different class, among whom are " the fearful and 
unbelieving ;"J these, cannot inherit the proraiflee, but are 
classed with those who work all sorts of wickedness; as 
Christ said to the unbelieving Jews, " where 1 am, tltither ye 
ctmnoL corae."|] 

We may now briefly examine the pretensions of those who, 
having seceded from the Society of Friends, in this country, 
seem to flatter themselves, that they have discovered an easier 
way to the kingdom, than by the strait gate and narrow wsy, 
— the way of the cross ; but it would be well for those who 
are thus persuading themselves, to attend to the exhortation, 
and the subsequent awful declaration of Christ, " Strive to 
enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will 
seek to enter in, and shall not be able."§ The necessity of 
striving to enter in, is very evident, but it is a mournful con- 
sideration, that even of those who do "strive,'' — who "do 
seek to enter in," there are many who are not able to ac- 
complish their desires ; and doubtless it is, because ihey 
seek "amiss;" they may even be able to say, "We have 
eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our 
streets ;"—but these favours, if ill requited, will only be 
found to add to the sentence of condemnation, of — " Depart 
from me, all ye workers of iniquity."^ 

It is difficult to collect from the writings of the Seceders, 
what arc their real opinions on tlie most momentous subject 
of religion. It is true they appear to be generally united in 
their hatred of the doctrines held by the Society of Friends, 
and considered by them, most essential to true holiness ; — 
they are also eminent in their occupation of " the seat of the 
8Cornful,"f but "a scorner seckelli wisdom, and findeth it 
not."** However, their opinions seem to consist of an at- 
tempted mixture of Semi- Pelagian ism and Calvinistic error i 
neglecting the truths which are to be found in the wdtings 
of Augustine and Calvin, they seem most to admire their 

' ' ' iB and errors. 
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„ „ their 

disbelief in any thing more than ao external revelation of the 

Irutha of the Gospel, they stumble on the mountain of self- 
sufficiency, and of an impenetrable unbelief in " That which 
was the true light, which lightetb every man that cometh into 
the world."" With Augustine and Calvin, they hold the 
opinion that it ii impossible to be made free from the pollution 
and prevalence of indwelling sin, during the term of the na- 
tural life ; that even the moGt humble and most holy never 
experience deliverance on this side the grave. 

Of their Semi- Pel agianism, the following quotations from 
their writings afford abundant proof: — 

" Or if we flatter ourselveB [hat we have the knowledge of ihe will of 
God, independetill; ol the wrilten revelation, by which it hatb pleased 
Him to convey it, we lay ourselvea open to (he delusion of the Devil, 
who, in the guise uf an AnKel of light, may (lien readily prevail upon at 
to receive, aa the Truth of God, whatever suggeations moet comport 
with our particular bent of mind."f 

"The true source of instruction to the Apostles vras immediate, ei- 
cspt agregaids the Old Teslament. — But to us it ismediate.f 

" Those who contend for the supreme authority of spiritual inSuencfl 
in the minds of Christiana, say " that which gave forth the Scriptures 
muii be superior to the Scriptures." Now in strictness no one can deny 
tbia position: but do these persons forget that it ia not the Holy Spint 
and the Scriptures which are placed in competition, — but the miracu- 
lously attested revelation uf truth cotttained in the Scriptures, and indi- 
vidual impressions on the minds of fallible n3en."|| 

Here, R. Ball begs tlie question : lie assumes that the in- 
fallible Spirit of God does not communicate Divine Truth to 
the minds of men ; and what is this, but to oppose his own 
unbelief to the testimony of Scripture ? 

"From the earliesl age, then, the word has been revealed to a few, 
to be eommuiiicBted to the many."§ " lfi then, tbe doctrine of Apostlea 
wid Prophets is that upon which, and upon ir'iic/i O'llg, all true believers 
rest their faith (Jesus Christ himself, as the rock of ages, supporting the 
whole,) it is clear that inward and immediate revelation, as both Friends 
and the Seeeders from ihem understand it, Isnn ulter fallacy, and to build 
faith, upon what is iinat;i[ied to be inwardly revealed, is nothing better 
ibanHdeluslon."^ 

" From Barclay's eiplanntion of " the seed," may be dearly uniertlooi 
what is meant by it in George Fox'a Journal, where it is very frequently 
spoken of and is not pechapa defined in such a manner as to give b cur- 
sory reader, mucji. If any, notion of what he really means by it. For in- 
staoce, at page S66, we End as follows : I was moved by the power atid 
spirit of the Lord, to open unto tbem \)\e pramue of God that it was made 
to the seed, not to seeds, m mavy, but to oiic, which vai Chriit ; and 
that all people, both male and female, should fee) the seed ih Ihim, which 
was heir of the promiae, that so, all might witness Christ in them, the 
John i., U. f Beacon, p. U&-6. ^ Benoon, p. 147-& 

., R. Ball, "HolySeripture tlioTcalorTnitU,"p, 311. 
% J, WilkinaoD, " Quakerism Examined," p. 123. 
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liopi of glory; the niyiitery which hud Ij^eii hid fiain ages end genera* 
tioDB, which was revealed to thd Apostles. Bjid is reveuled again hob, 
after a long oight of aposiacy. So thai all might come up into thla wed 
Christ JeGUG. — wu^k in it. and ^It duvrii logi^ther in heavenly places, in 
Ghri«t Jesus, who was the foundation of (he Prophets and Apuitlei, the 
Rode of Ages; and is our foimdaiion now." The latter part oftliM 
extract might, at fir^t sight, iippear to vomprebeiid U'liat is qtoken of 
Epheaiaiis ii., 19, 22. "Now, therefore, ye are no more strangers «nd 
{oTMguers, but feilow citizens of the Saii^a, and of the household ofOod, 
and ate built upon the fuiiiidutioM of the Apostles and Praphets, Jesn* 
Christ himself, being the chief comer stone ; in m'lorii, ull the building 
Atlf framed toother, gtoweth into an holy temple in the Lord, in whaul 
ye ^so, are builded together, for an habitation of Ood ihraueh the Spirit*" 
But a very different thing from tlii>> is meant. Geoi^e Fox meana, that 
independently of any thing that has been revealed through Apostles and 
Frophtts, ull persona have Christ within them as a seed, which they are 
to feet as a foundation, and upon this feeling (rather upon this founda- 
tion), without reference to any outward rerelation. they are to build; 
and, in eo doing, they will build upon the same foundation as the Prophets 
and Apostles built upon ; vrhich view of the subject renders the doctrine 
of the Apostle (Ephes. ii. 19, 22) completely nugatory, and consequently 
destroyed the whole plan of the gospel ; which destruction is a necessary 
result of the doctrine of inward end immediate revelation, as it is held 
hy Friends."' 

•■Jeaui Chcisl, then, is understood to be the rock which suppoito 
Apostles and Prophets, and all other Believers ; but these lut, not ooly 
rest on the Lord Jesus, but on the Apostles und Prophets." — *' It is 
ver^ clear, then, from nil this, we are lo understand, that il -■-- 



It wae indeeJ the Spirit of Truth, tlie seed, the heir of the 
promUes of Gotl, in the ancient Prophets, that enabled them 
to testify beforehand of Chri<.t : but this blessed influence 
was vouchsafed in a more extraordinary manner to the Apoa> 
ties and Prophets (or pveacheru) of the times in which the 
Apostles wrote ; and it h by the same Divine assistance and 
innuencet that the prophets or preachers of the present day, 
are enabled to convey saving truth to the hearts and con- 
sciences of their hearers :— but to proceed with a further ex- 
tract,— 

" 1 tell you, und 1 tell you plainly, that (he gospel we have to pre* 
is not an inward end immediate rerelation, — it is an enlaiird revelalic 
fol the revelation which God has, in all nies, been pleased to tnaka 
ItDDwn, huheen cummunicuted lo a few, lot the benefit of the many.") 

These extracts, taken from the writings of Seceilert from 

Ibe Society of Friends, in this country, sufficiently manifnt 

the Semi- Pelagian is in of their opinions. We may, therefore, 

XCbnstt which in other ages was not made known unto the 

* J. WUUnsoD,"Quukiitl)mRumiucd,*'p. 141— C. 

t n. ^ 14. t lb. p. iw- 




1 contrast Iheir doctrines with the teatimoniea 
of Holy Scripture. 

The passage of Scripture that appears to be most relied 
upon by the Seceders, in support of their opinion, ia, Eph. ii., 
19, 22,* and their confidence rests almost exclusively on their 
raisapprehension respecting the application of a single word 
used by the Apostle Paul, in the passage referred to : it was not 
the aiicieK( prnpkels of whom the Apostle was writing-, but 
the preachers of the Gospel of his own time. 

It has been justly remarked, it is believed by " one of 
themselves, even a prophet of their own," and the circum- 
stance has been noticed by others, that, however convenient 
for reference, the division of the Scriptures into chapter and 
verse may be, yel ii has often the effect of so interrupting the 
thread of the discourse in which the sacred writer is engaged, 
as to occasion the incautious reader to fail in his endeavour 
to obtoin the true ineaping of the passage ; — if this be the 
case with those who are sincerely desirous of obtaining in- 
struction from the perusal of the sacred volume, liow much 
more is this likely to hnppen to those who are willing to strain 
the meaning of a text, in support of their erroneous views: 
and in the instance of the class of writers, whose opinions we 
are examining, this con^ccj nonce seems to have followed their 
study of the Scriplures, as a careful inspection of the passage 
so much relied upon by the Seceders, wilt clearly show. 

If the passage of ScTipture, Epbes. II., III., be taken con- 
eecutivety, to the summing up of the Apostle's argument, it 
will stand as follows : — " For through Him [Christ] we both 
have access, by one spirit, unto the Father. Now, therefore, 
ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-cilizent 
with ihe saints, and of the household of God, and are built 
upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesui 
Christ himself being the chief comer stone ; in whom, all the 
building 6tly framed together, groweth into an holy temple in 
the Lord ; in ivkom, ye alio are builded fur an habitation of 
God, through the spirit. For this cause, I Paul, the prisoner 
of Jesufi Christ, for you Gentiles (if ye have heard of the dis- 
pensation of the grace of God, which is given me to you- 
ward, how [hat by revelation, he made known unto me the 
mystery, as I wrote afore, in a few words, whereby, when ye 
read, you may understand ray knowledge in the mystery ol 

* 3ee J. WQkiDHon'B " Quakerimi £airmiaal."—&o eonfideiit does he 
seem tlmt tlila psBsiigo not auly euppnru Lis viowi, but thut it iaaeiitr*- 
vertifai; settleH thu queatlon at issne, tlint he rsfcra to it not \em than 
twanly times in thu couneor liis work : viz., ti. pa^ea ix., 20, 31», 4S, 61, HO, 
1U3,]U4, 146,146.147,14!), lSI,lfi2,30«,ai3,244,Sa4.3a7,3i8,3Sa,13I),1SU, 
where rctcreaoes ore iDode iu Ha[iport of his BophiatiDikl leMguiags, sad at- 
tea afford the oiipintanlty for tho most bittei icvUiiige. 
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loni of men aa it is now revealed unto his Iioty Anottlea and 
Propheti by the Spirit, that the Gentiles should be fellov) 
heirs, and of the same body, Hud partakers of his promUe in 
Christ, by the Gospel."» 

That by the word Prophets, the Apostle meant the preauli- 
ers of his own time, sufficiently appears from chap, iii., 5, 
where he repeats the words Anoslles and Prophets, and which 
cannot possibly be understood to mcaii the ancient I'ruphete. 
— " Which iit other ages was not made known lo the sons of 
men, as it is nom revealed unto the holy Apostles and Pro- 
phets by the Spirit." The language just quoted, is so pre- 
cise, that it seems impossible to alter the construction hers 
insisted upon ; and what was it that was revealed to the Pro- 
phets or Preachers, together with the Apostles i — Surely, 
nothing less than that which the Apostle [v, 4] calls lus 
"knowledge in the mystery of Christ!" and what was that 
mystery of Christ, so highly prized by the Apostle, but 
" that the Gentiles should be Jellow heirs, and of the same 
body, and partakers of liis promise in Christ, by the Gospel, 
whereof 1, Paul, was made a minister, by the effectual worlung 
of his power ?" 

The figure used [Eph. ii., 20] where the church is com- 
pared to a building, — and that [iii., 6] where it is compared 
to the human body, appear to be of like import in the Apos- 
tle's language : but that [iii., 6] seems to be the most pre- 
else, and the idea of equal privileges so clearly expressed, and 
twice repeated in the term '\frllo%a heirs," and in that of the 
" same body," seems to admit of no different construction^^ 
These were exceeding great and precious privileges, which 
were asserted by Paul to belong to the Gentile Churches; 
and in thai beautiful prayer, with which the chapter cqd- 
cludes, he petitions " That Christ may dwell in your liearU 
by faith, that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be 
able to comprehend wiih all snirits, what is the breadth and 
length, and depth and height, and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge : that i/e might be Jitled with all the 
fulness of God. "f It is, indeed, wonderful, with what earnest- 
nesB the Apostle of the Gentiles, asserts the spiritual privi- 
leges of their churches, even of those " who had not seen liii 
face in the flesh," as well as of those who had been converted 
by his ministry, " desiring that [they] might come behind in 
DO gift,"t 

Paley was of opinion that the epistle nddressed in our Bible 
to the Sphesians, was in reality the epistle mentioned in Col- 

• Eph. il, 18.— iii., 8. + F-iili. Iii.. 17, lit. 

j> nmikilu on thli tubjeol, conllnn the views hero munlained .— 
I, pnylnft kiu for lu, that God would open to lu a ilu»r of utln- 
M>i«aktlininyiR«ry of Chrial, tor which I .iiu iku in bonda." *^'h«t 



losaiahB, as having been sent to Laodicea; but however ti 

may be, througboul both epistles, the intention of the Apos- 
tic is, evidently to assert the gospel privileges of the Gentile 
Churches. If Paley be right in his conjecture (and there 
exists considerable internal evidence to support his opiniooj, 
and, indeed, whether or not, it does not seem to be an unfair 
inference, to conclude that the object of Paul, in uniting the 
Prophets with the Apostles, in the passages referred to, might 
be to assure the believers who had not been converted by the 
ministry of an Apostle (as it is clear that those at ColosBe 
had not, but by that of the ordinary prophets or preachers J, 
that they need not therefore be apprehensive, that on thie 
account they should be behind others, in any gospel privi- 
lege? and hence, nlso, we may infer, that the Apostle in his 
uniting the other preachers of the gospel with himself, in as- 
serting their joint claims to immediate revelation, as exceed- 
ing that of the ancient Prophets , and in his asserting, also, 
that it was such as had not not been made known in other 
ages, to the sons of men, had also, the object in view, of sup- 
porting the authority and of asserting the efficiency of all 
rightly quaJihed gospel Ministera. 

How it has happened, then, it is difficult to perceive, that 
this passage (Eph ii.) has been chosen to support the Semi- 
Pelagian opinion, that — " the gospel is not an inward and 
immediate revelation," but that it is an " outward revelation 
— for the revelation which God has in all ages been pleased 
to make known, has been communicated to a few, for the 
benefit of the many ;"-f- contradicting, as it does, almost in 
express terras, the language and. declarations of the Apostle, 
to whom the writer refers. 

That the Gospel is an immediate and spiritual dispensation 
of the goodness and grace of God, freely communicated to 
the Boul of man, for his recovery from his lost condition con- 
sequent on (he fall, is evident from the declarations and gra- 
cious promises of the Saviour himself, in that memorable 
discourse, which he addressed to his immediate followers, a 
little before he suffered, as contained in the Gospel of John, 
chap, xiv., XV., xvi,. wherein He describes the dinWrent mani- 

tfeitations and operations of the one blessed Spirit, according 
to the different states and varied conditions of mankind. 
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" If <fG love me, keep my commanclmGntfl i and I will pray the Fatbwi 
and be shall send you another Comrorter, ihat He may abide with yon 
for ever, even the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, be- 
cause it neeth him not, netiher knoweth him ; but ;e know bim : for be 
dwelleth with fou and ehall be it> you."* Thus, those who evince Uieir 



tion, that he (the comfarter} dwelleth vrilh you, and Ehell be in you."* 

"But the Comforter, which ie the Holy Ghost, whom tile Falbet 
will send in my name ; he shall teach you all things, utid bring all tbingt 
to your remembmnce, whatsoever I have aaid unto you."t 

Here is a promise, that the Apostles shall be taught aS 
things by the Holy Ghost ; aod not only so, but through the 
same blesEsd influence, they eliall have brought to their re> 
merabrance, whatsoever the Lord Jesus had said unto them. 
Thus qualified, to tliem, the language was applicable! 
" Therefore, every scribe whieh is instructed unto the king- 
dom of Heaven, is like unto a man that is an householder, 
which bringing forth out of his treasure, things neiff and 
old"\\ By their being thus instructed, we have an assurance 
of the truth of the Gospels, and of their other writings, su- 
perior to that of mere human testimony ; and not only their 
writings, but their preaching would carry with it an authori- 
ty, which no merely liuman acquirements can give. The 
times of the Apostles, then, were surely highly privileged 
days ; — but, are we left destitute ? We have the Scriptures, 
it is true,— those precious depositories of the truths promul- 
gated in ancient times: btit, with regard to the ministry, if 
we have no other, tliao that of a Iiumanly ordained ministry, 
or at most, that of Prnpheta, or Preachers who prophecy in 
the Lord's " name," when He " sent them not,"* we are yet 
in a very deplorable condition But " thanks be unto God, 
for his unspeakable gif^,"f it is not so ; — the Church is not 
yet destitute; — there are yet, livingly qualified Ministers, 
who are concerned to prophecy " according to the propor- 
tion" of that " living faith" with which they may be endued 
by their Divine Master ;]: but these must abide in Him, or 
they will be cast forth, as a branch that is withered. 

" Abide in me, and 1 in you ; as the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine, no ntorr can ye, ex- 
cept ye abide in me, 1 am the vine — ye are ths branches, he 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringing forth 
much fruit, Ibr viilhoul me, ye can do iiolhiiig. If a man abide 
not in »t;, he iscnifyorl/i as a branch and ii willierfd, eai 
men gather them and cast them into ttie fire, and they nre 
burned."** It may, perhaps, be nbjected by some, that the 
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r fmmises quoted (John xiv.) apply exclusively to the Apostle 
to whom they were specially addressed ; but here there Eeems 
no poBBibility of evasion ; tlie declaration Ib clear; and the 
application is general, and it is given both positively and ne- 
gatively, " he that abideth iti me," &c. — and " If a man abide 
not in me," &c., "he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered," 
fltc, how solemn the warning, then, to those who place their 
whole dependence upon their own "private interpretation" 
i of Scripture ; since it is evident that those who do not derive 
[ their nourishment imiuediately from the living vine will be 
oast forth, as a branch that is withered. 

Those who have their sole dependence on Christ, though 
all outward helps should he withdrawn, " for whether there 
be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they 
shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish 
away,"* — yet, with the Prophet, may these say, " although 
the flg-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the 
vine; — the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall 
yield no meat, the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and 
there shall be no more herd in the stall ; yet will I rejoice 
in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation, (because, 
as saith another Prophet) " For since (he beginning of the 
world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither 
hath the eye seen, O, God, beside thee, what He hath pre- 
pared for nim that waiteth for him.f 

Again, — "But when the Comforter is come, whom I will 
send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth 
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me ; 
and ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with 
me from the beginning.":f This relates exclusively to the 
ministry of the Word, and describes in clear and precise 
terms, both the teaching of the Holy Spirit that is sent by 
Christ and proeeedeth from the Father, and that of (he 
apostles. To testify, and to bear witness, are synonymous 
terms, and here it is expressly said, that the Holy Spirit 
shall testify of Christ the Redeemer. The teaching of the 
apostles is placed in subordination to, and is distinguished 
from, the teaching of the Spirit : ye also shall bear witness, 
because you have been with me from the beginning." Lan- 
guage would fail to express in clearer terms, the doctrine 
always held and promulgated by the Society of Friends, on 
this subject; here is " no apparent twist,"[{ nor does it seem 
possible to evade the force of the distinction here described 
by Christ himself, between the immediate teaching of his 
Spirit, and that of the apostles, both were proraiaed to the 
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Church, and may the promise be accepted in all its fulnesa 
and in all the benignity of the Divine purpose, " the pur- 
pose of his own" gracious " will !" 

Again i — " Nevertheless, I tell you the truth, it is expe- 
dient for you that I go away ; for if I go not away, tile Com' 
forter will not come unto you, but if X depart, I will send 
him unto you, and when He is coroe, he will reprove the 
world of ain, of righteousness and of judgment ; of sin, 
because they believe not in me : of righteousness, because I 
go to my Father, and ye see me no more : of judgment, be- 
cause the Prince of this world is judged. I have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now ; howbeit, 
when He the Spirit of Truth is come, He will guide you 
into all Truth : for He shall not speak of himself but what- 
soever He shall hear, that shall He speak, and He wilt show 
you things to come."* 

Here, the ministry of the Holy Spirit is again promised, 
but to the Apostles the promises are extended to things 
which they could not then bear to Lave told unto them, asd 
consequently that they could not then have known ; and 
also that the same Holy Teacher should show them things 
to come." This proves ihe gradual dcvelopement of Di- 
vine Truth, even on the minds of believers, according to 
their several growths and capacities to receive it, according 
to that saying of the Apostle, ■< But before faith came, we 
were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith, which should 
afterwards be revealed."f But it is expressly said that He 
should reprove the world of sin, " because" saitb Chriati 
" they believe not in me ;" thus, the unrighteous world, is 
not left without a witness, but is, according to this testimony 
visited by this searching influence, which reproves of sin, 
and titat " because" o[ h» unbelief, if, then, even unbe> 
licvers, through this benign influence, have lAeir sins mani- 
fested unto them, and " that which doth make manifest ii 
light i" and not only so, but if the promise be added, that the 
Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth, ahall also testify of 
Christ the Redeemer, then surely (he gifl of hia grace is 
universal, none being excluded. It is indeed, tlierefore, an 
universal saving light, which, if loved and obeyed, will lead 
into all truth necessary for salvation. 

It seems probable that the beloved Disciple had this dis- 
course of his Divine Master brought to his remembrance, 
when, in the introduction to hit> Gospel he declares that " in 
Him [Christ] was life, and the life was the light of men; 
that was the true light, which lightelh every nuin that coni- 
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etli into the world."* " And of His fulness have all we re- 
ceived, and grace for grace; for the law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ."f No- 
thing surely, but the spirit of blind unbelief, can reject these 
testimonies to the universality of the mercy and love of God, 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Therefore, let all " take heed," 
as saith the Apostle, addressing his brethren, "lest there be 
in any of you an evil heart of unbelief" in " departing from 
the living God,"]: who, in these last days hath spoken unto 
us by his Son, and who upholdeth all things by the word of 
his power." [{ 

But man, by his natural powers, however cultivated, and 
however his mind be stored with the most complete and the 
most critical knowledge of mere human literature, cannot 
with all his acquirements, comprehend spiritual truths; it 
continues to be now as formerly, " the world by wisdom 
knew not God," and hence it is that to many who think they 
see, the saying is nevertheless applicable, that " the light 
shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehendetb it not."§ 
It has indeed been asserted, " that as light is the very last 
thing that a person need be informed of the presence of, if 
he have eyes to see it ; and if he have none, no information 
of its presence could make him perceive it."5[ 

It was, no doubt, a persuasion of this sort with which the 
Pharisees justified themselves, in rejecting the Saviour, 
" The Light of the world" They trusted in their " own un- 
derstanding," for the acquirement of the knowledge of 
Scriptural truth, but wanting the word of the Father to illu- 
mine their minds, the Scriptures were received through a 
vitiated medium, their understandings being corrupted by 
the conceit of their literal knowledge of what had been fore- 
told respecting their Redeemer, and therefore it was, that 
they could neither recognise nor comprehend him in his 
humble appearance when present with them. When " Jesus 
said, for judgment I am come into the world that they which 
■ee not might see, and that they which see might be made 
blind."** they scornfully replied, " are we blind also ?"' ffbut 
they nevertheless could not escape reproof, and " Jesus said 
unto them," if ye were blind, ye should have no«m;bul now 
ye say, ye see, therefore your sin remaineih." J J 

It IS the humbled soul alone, that can benetit by the ten- 
dering visitations of the light of Divine truth ; and it is only 
the creative power of Him, who, in the beginning said" Let 
there be light, and there was light," which can illumine the 

* John i.,4,9. f John 1., IB, I7. t Heb.lii., 13. 
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darkness of our Tallen nature. " For God, who comm^al _ 
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in 
the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in 
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of 
God and not of us."* Again, — " God, who at sundry times, 
and in divers manners spoke in time past unto the father^ 
by the Prophets, hath in these last days, spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom, also. He made the worlds."f In both these quotations 
it is nothing less than the creative power of God which Is 
referred to, as illuminating the soul and dispensing to it tlie 
knowledge of saving truth by Jesus Christ, the alone Re< 
deemer— the Alpha and Omega — the first and the last.''^ 

The Apostle Paul, when pleading his cause before Agnpps, 
thus earnestly expostulates; " Why should it be thought n 
thing Incredible with you, that God should raise the dead ?'|| 
If the professors of religion had a sufficiently abiding seme 
of the Divine attributes — of the oranipreeence, of the ora- 
niscience, and of the omnipotence of God ; and if they be- 
lieved that the soul of man was a spiritual substance, they 
surely would not think it incredible that the same power, 
which at the first called man into existence, and who, as sll 
will acknowledge, sustains his natural life — should quicken, 
renovate, and regenerate his dead or dying soult for God is 
a spirit, and He is the Father of spirits,"§ and in " Him, we 
live and move and have our being.''^ He is everywhere 
present ; He knows all our need in every exigency : He 
sees our condition and his power Is all-sufficient to rescue as 
in every ditRculty, and it is His power alone which can effect 
His gracious purposes for the redemption of man. 

The language of the Prophet Isaiah, when foretelling of 
Christ, is " Thus saith God the Loid, he that created the 
Heavens and stretched them out ; He that spread forth the 
earth, and that which comelh out of it; He ihat giveth 
breath to the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk 
therein ; I, the Lord, have called ihue in righteousness, and 
will hold thine hand, and will keep ihec, and will give thee 
for a covenant of the people, for a lifffu of the Gcniilei, to 
open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the pn- 
son, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house ** 
" I will bring the blind by a way thty know nol,"+f " Hear 
ve deaf, and look ^e blind that ye nmy »ee."tt This wu 
foretold of the ministry of Christ to the Gentiles ; and tbere- 
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fore could not relate exclusively to the workiog of OUH 
miracles; "I will lead them in patha which they have not 
known ; I will make darkness light het'orc them and crooked 
things straight,"'* Here again, we have all referred to the 
creative power of that omnipotent and gracious Being, who 
made the heavens and the earth. 

The miracles of the blessed Jesus had a more extended 
use than that of conferring a benefit on Ehe immediate ob- 
jects of his mercy, on whom they were wrought ; they were 
mtendedalso to manifest his power and Godhead ; ■< If I do 
not the ivorks of ray Father, believe me not; but if I do, 
though ye believe not me, believe the works ; that ye may 
know and believe that the Father is in me, and I in Him."f 
There are some of the wonderful works of the Lord 
Jesus, as they are related by the Evangelists, the full 
effects of which, even as regards the outward manifestation 
of his power, may possibly not obtain the attention of the 
superficial reader ; particularly in the instance of tliosc 
persons who were born blind, and also of those who, 
through a natural defect of their organs, were deaf and 
dumb, the miracles did not consist merely in the removal 
from the blind of the defects which prevented their " percep- 
tion of light," which, if it had been performed by mere human 
agency, could not have given immediately,lhe power so to dis- 
tinguish objects by sight as to know things that differ, but 
like children, they would have had still to learn; neither 
could the dumb have known the use of the organs of speech ; 
they would also, even like a child, have had yet to learn the 
language of their native country. But he that had been 
born blind, at the bidding of Christ, went and " washed and 
came seeing ;":!: and of the deaf and dumb it is said, that 
when the word was spoken, " Ephplialha," be opened, 
straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his 
tongue was loosed and he spake plain. And [the beholders] 
were beyond measure astonished, saying, " He bath done 
all tilings well, he maketh both the deaf to hear and the 
dumb to speak-"|i But are not the spiritually blind and deaf 
in as helpless a condition as these were with respect to their 
bodily organs ? " The natural man receivelh not the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unlo him, 
neither cao he know them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned."§ It is, therefore, true, that merely outward means 
make the spiritually blind sensible of the presence 
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give him the " power" of perceiving it " if pre- 




But there is "One given for a covenant of the people, fot 
a light of the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to bring out 
the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit In darknesc 
from the prison house ;" therefore, " Hear, ye (ieaf, and look, 
ye blind, that ye may see;"— look singly to Him, of nrhora !t 
was said, " Thou hast ascended on high, thou haet led cap< 
tivity captive, thou hast received gifts for men ; yea, for the 
n^moiuatso, that the Lord God might rfweH among them."* 

And how are the means described, by which all those 
great things were to be wrought i " And he [JcsusJ said, 
so is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into 
the ground ; and should sleep, and rise night and day, and 
the seed should grow and spring up, he knoweih not how. 
For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herseltj first the blade, 
then the ear, after that, the full corn in the ear."t This 
seed, when it is sown in the earih (the earthly heart of man) 
Ih less than all the seeds that be m the earth ; — " but. He 
that soweth the good seed, is the son of man" — and " when 
it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all 
berbs."^ "Another parable, spake He, unto them ; the 
Icingdom of Heaven, is like unto leaven, which a woman look 
and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was 
leavened."|| Both these parables describe a living operative 
principle, bestowed on man, by the author of his salvation, 
tor the regeneration of his nature, and are both inward and 
immediate in their operation. The seed is sown in the 
earth, the earthly heart ; the leaven is hid in the three 
measures of meal, until the whole partakes of the same 
heavenly nature. It is thus, that the word principle be- 
comes applicable, because that the seed sown in the earth, 
communicates the principle of vitality where it did not 
before exist; and like the leaven hid in the meal, it 
imparts to its recipients its own heavenly nature ; and it is 
thus also, that to those who receive Christ in his inward ap- 
pearance, that he gives " power to become the sons of God 
even to them that believe in his name, which arc born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the wili oj mom 
but of God;§ 

It was doubtless in condescension to the weakness of our 
nature, that in the Scriptures divine truths are often commu- 
nicated in figurative language, for " no man hath seen God 
tt any time ; tho only begotten Son which is in the bototn 
of the father, he hath declared him f'q and by (he immediate 
teaching of the Holy Spirit, those who are taught of God, 
have instruction communicated only as they are able to bear 
a. Smi klw Eph. m. K. . t. M«ik U, . SB, SH. 
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en the Apostles were told " I have yet many thinfft 

unio you, but ye cannot bear them now ;" and none 
' ever experienced a growlh in grace and in the saving know* 
ledge of llie Son of God, but those who submit to this gra- 
cious teaching, the teaching of Him " who ivorketh all things 
after tlie counsel of his own will." 

The Secedera from the Society of Friends thus attempt n 
vindication of their opinions : — " The eentiments of Evan- 
gelical Friends having been painfully misrepresented on the 
blessed doctrine of the Holy Spirit, we consider it due to 
ourselves, to you, and to the Christian Church generally, 
emphatically to declare our firm and increased belief in this 
doctrine in all its scriptural extent and fulness. Whilst re- 
nouncing the notion of an uiiivergal snving inward light, as 
utterly destitute of a Scriptural foundation, we believe that 
it is by the operation of the Holy Spirit, that man is " con- 
vinced of sin," and enabled to believe in, and lay hold of, 
a Saviour ; that the regeneration is the communication of vi- 
tality to the soul, which before was dead in trespasses and 
■ins- The first effects of this life are repentance towards 
God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ: and by faith 
ike bdiever receives the Holy Spirit of promise, whereby 
alone he can maintain a walk of faith, and whereby only can 
all services, whether in the Church or those of a private 
character, he performed to the glory of God." — " The gift 
of the Spirit c^pears to be consequent upon believing; in 
whom [Christ] ye also trusted, after that ye heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also 
(^ier that ye believed, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possessiuii unto the praise of 
his glory.''* " Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth 
the Spirit of his Son unto your hearts, crying Abba, Faiher."-|' 
This cxpositioQ of the opinions of the Seceders from the 
Society of Friends, on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, 
though emphatically declared, docs not cnntain such a de- 
velopement of their views, as might have been expected 
from them, or the occasion seemed to require. On the 
contrary, the reader of Scripture, who accepts the promises 
according to their plain and obvious meaning, would be 
likely to conclude that their opinions, as here stated, in- 
volved palpable contradictions; — " but they do not mean it 
GO, neither does their heart think so," lor the} "' 
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so 

,„„.^^^^niver8al aod Baving invard light, while thej 
acKnowleJge that it 19 by the operation of the Holy Spirit, 
that man is " convinced of sin," yet they evade the Scriptu- 
ral doctrine, that the world is reproved oi' sin and that, " be- 
eatue" of unbelief; on the contrary, they say that " the 
gift of the spirit appears 10 be consequent upon believing ;" 
and they therefore leave their readers to infer, that it is be- 
lievers only who are convinced of sin. For, though the 
holy words foretold respecting the Saviour are, — " thou hast 
received gifts for men, yea for the rebeilious also" yet tfai< 
they profess not to know,* and it may be fairly inferred, do 
not believe. We do not, therefore, charge them with in- 
consistency, (when thus considering this, their public pro- 
tession of faith,) with their previously avowed opinioni, 
which are clearly identified with the ancient heresy of the 
Semi-Palagians ; but our controversy with them is, that they 
do not receive " the blessed doctrine of the influence of the 
Holy Spirit in all its sciipturul extent and fulness." Here, 
we are fairly at issue with them, and cannot forbear, however 
painful the confideratlon, especially as it respects some of 
them, with whom we have been accustomed " to take sifeet 
counsel together," to declare that in our judgment, their 
opinions are affected with one of the most dangerous Iiere* 
Bies that ever afflicted the Christian Church, inasmuch as iu 
tendency is to keep worshipers in the outward court, the 
court which is without the tGmp1c,"f which was to be giv«n 
to the Gentiles, and was to be left out in the measuremunt; 
and also tending to prevent their having " boldness to entur 
into the holiest, by the blood of Jesus ; by a new and livinf; 
way, which he hath consecrated ybr lu through the vail, thui 
^^K is to say, his flesh.":^ 
^^K Hie passage of Scripture, which they appear mainly to 
^^H rely upon in support of their opinion, will, if fairly considered, 
^^P bear no such construction as they attempt lo put upon it. 
^^^ Here again their failure is, in part at least, effected by their 
endeavour to build up a system by taking an insulated pat- 
sage, without sufficiently regarding the context, which, witji 
a httle management, they think has served their purpOM. 
One of these writersll has printed the word AFTEK (id 
Eph. i., 13j in capital letters; and, in the document before 
ui, the words " after that ye believed " are prinlud in italics ; 
^^ the object evidently being, to place the emphasis in such « 
^^^ manner as to enable them lu twist the meaning of Uw 

^^1 • See " Till] Beuon," uid R. RiiIIV ll„1y Snlpt. Ilie ln,t of truth. J. 

^^H Wilkiowin ukH« that there ore milllani at (lie liiiRian r>'- o-h^ l~~ 
^^H no knowleilKi wliaUiviT ot Uw true Uml, Uiuk. Ei. n. i. 
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Apofitle to their purpose : but the empbasig ought to be ^~ 
the word sealed ; and if they liad referred to the Apostle 
himself, they might have avoided this error. "But God, 
who is rich in mercy, even when ue were dead in sin, hath 
quiclieoed ua together with Christ (by grace ye are saved) 
and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
lieavenly places in Christ Jesus."* Here we perceive that 
the first proeess in the work of regeneration, is to be quick- 
ened by grace from the slate of death : and what can effect 
this, but the powerful influence of tlie Holy Spirit, which 
must necessarily precede a being sealed by Christ with the 
Holy Spirit of promise ? The word sealed denotes both here 
and Rev. vii. the acceptance of the Saints. It does not, 
therefore, apply to those who, continuing in their sinji, are 
under the reproofs of the Holy Spirit for sin, but to the 
redeemed " that were under the law," but who, having expe- 
rienced this Holy influence In guide them into all [ruth, are 
thus receiving the " adoption of Sons" which enables them to 
call God Father- 
On the subject of Faith, the seceders say, " We accept the 
great foundation doctrine of faith, and justiScation through 
faith alone."-f- — " The really awakened sinner, can have no 
peace but from the assurance which the word of God (mean- 
ing the Scriptures) conveys, that the blocd of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin. This is the remedy that God hath 
provided, and it can only be applied by faith. "J 

The terms used in the first extract — " Justification through 
faith alone," it is believed, have no parallel iu the whole 
Bible, except it be the passage (James ii., 17) *> Even so, 
faith, if it have not works, is dead, being alone." 

To the second extract we object, because that it is assert- 
ed, that no peace can be conveyed to the awakened sinner, 
but that which is conveyed to him by the assurance of Scrip- 
ture. Our assurance is as firm as that of the writer just 
q^uoted, "that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all 
Bin;" but we are at issue with hini on the Semi-Pelagian 
notion, that this truth can oiili/ be conveyed to the awakened 
soul, through an outward mediuni, or -that a true and living 
faith can only be obtamed by an acquaintance with the writ- 
ings of the Apostles and Piijphfis ; which notion is in direct 
contradiction to the testimony of the prophet Jeremiah, con- 
firmed by that of the author of ilie lipistle to the Hebrews. 
" But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel, af^er those days, saith the Lord, 1 will put 
my law in their inwarel parts and write it im their hearts, and 
■ Eph. 1]., 4, S< f- Epistle of tlie Seceilcre. j Quakerism Exirojaed, p, es. 



L 



I will be their God and they shall be my people. And they 
Bhsll teach no more every man liis neighbiiur, and every tnan 
his brother, saying knoiv the Lord ; tor they Bhall all know 
me, from the least of them, unto the greatest of them, saith 
the Lord : for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remem- 
ber their sin no more."* Here, the knowledge of Him, 
whom, to know, is eternal life, is promised to be given 
through the ministry of an inward teacher, even by the teach* 
ing of that Ian which " is put in the inward parts ;" and 
through this means, also, which is independent of any out- 
ward teaching, peace may be known, for " saitL the Lordi I 
will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more." 
And further, — we fully believe that the Redeemer hoa, 
according to his promise, sent the Comforter, even the spirit 
of truth, who testifies of Christ, and that it is by the accept- 
ance of his testimony alone, that we can receive true, livioff, 
and saving faith, and it is on this, the testimony of the ^int 
of truth, on which the testimony of the Scriptures them- 
selves rest.f 

It was by this living Faith that the "elders obtained a 
good report," before the Scriptures were written, j: and which 
enabled Moses to esteem the reproach of Christ. " greater 
riches than the treasures of Egypt," and by which " he en* 
dured, as seeing him who is invisible." 

But " faith Cometh by bearing, and hearing by the wotd 
of God."|| Tims, in a few words, the Aposilu dt'>«cribei the 
only means by which true and saving faith can be obtained i 
but here, again, the controversy arises, what is meant by 

• Jer. Hi., 33, M. 

t Extracted fmm a work of t!ia pinna Jaiui>& Unlitr, Arclitiulioji at At- 
mgb, entitled. The Sum and Siibilance o/ ChrisHan Religion. 

When lie treat! on tlio mill enoe for tlir tnilli of Hui^ Sariptur«,h««I«, 

» The deadi; lintrod tho D? vil, and all wicked men, earrj iitkisM' ft* 
Soriptunw, to oiut tlicm BWuy and deatroy tLcin, niid tlio lltlla Ion that 
moit men do bear unto them, psotc them to 1>c of God. Pgr if tbef wtn 
offle^and blood, then DihIi lad blood would lovu tiicm, iwul tlir«,pM9- 
tloe them, and every way regatd them note tlian It dalh. For tht woeU 
loveth its own. aa one Saiiuut Clirlal luth, Juha xr., II), but wo [ b^ l«t 
eama] and urtlily j aavonr not tlio thingit that be or Ood, aa tho ApMtl* 
PmI Mllh, 1 Car. 11., 14. And until the Lord nea our tiparti, aod w»ba 
torn tgain ot God'a spirit, uid Ixioome u new-Som babea, wu liWBDO dtf- 
■Ire noto them, 1 Pet. il., 2."— Fago 8. 

He mya, with rereronce to oatword teatlmoniea, 

■■ Ho. bcdda nil Iheae, It ia retiutred, tliat wn have the Spirit of God, a* 
weU to (nm OUT eye* to we tbe light, aa to hiiI up fully unto our hwt* 
that truui which wo HO with our eytM,fu(itiD aame Holy Spirit iMin- 
tptrsd the Seriptuna, liidineth the heart- of r;n.l 'xihiblrL-n tii believe olAl 
h) nrealed in tham, and iiueardlg auurer/i lli<.'in, nLiuTo alt muoita nad 
aMuaunJt, that tkeyan tbaSeTlntwnoraiHl."— I'liHs 0. 

^ If an infidel ahoulil aak the clmrcli. Hoh- li«iy urn auivlliat ChrnI died 
tor them? if they ihonld amwer, Uocauao thcniBdva aay to. It wonH be 
ridlooloua, &e."— Page 10. 

I tleb. il.,l. tl Eoai.x.,17. 
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*' Ihe word of God ?" The writer whose work is at present 
ander noUcei asserts that the Scriptures are meaot ; but it 
will not be denied that Abraham had true and saving faith ; 
imd iJiere exists do evidence to prove that any part of the 
r Scriptures bad been written before his time, aad even for 
^ Jong after ; but they, nevertheless, declare, that ■' Even as 
Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to liim for 
righteousness, know ye therefore that they which beof ^th, 
the same are the children of Abraham."* It necessarily 
-follows, therefore, that this word of God, which the Apostte 
considers indispensable, could not be the Scriptures^ but the 
living eternal Word ; He that said, " Before Abraham was, I 
am." It is also said, " Now to Abraham and his seed were 
the promises made. He saith not to seeds, as of many ; but 
as of one: and to thy seed, which is Christ; and tliis I say, 
that the covenant, that was confirmed before, of God in 
Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years 
after, vannot disannul, that it should make the covenant of 
non-effect."f 

Here we have the means described by which Abraham 
obtained that precious faith which enabled him to look " for 
a city which batli foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God,"$ This is the doctrine of the Scriptures of Truth, 
which no sophistry can ever disannul ; for " Abraham be- 
lieved God, and it was counted to him for righteousness. "|| 
Therefore, the faith of Abraham was obtained by immediaie 
ra)elalion of the wisdom, the power, and the will of God , — 
but, "knowye, therefore, that they that be of faith, the same 
are the children of Abraliara."§ 

We think that these testimonies are conclusive, respeclii:^ 
the origin of true and saving faith ; that it may be obtained, 
and can ottii/ be obtained by the immediate revelation of the 
spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, and testi- 
fies of Christ 

But if we turn to the history of Abraham, we shall see that 
the inferences drawn from it, by the apostolic writers, are 
fully supported by the facts ; — and what other result could 
be expected ? for Truth is, in its nature, unchangeable. 
Their " speech" and their " preaching was not with enticing 
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the spirit 
and of power: thatyour faith should not stand in the wisdoih 
of men, but in the power of God."^ 

" Now the Lord had said unto Abraham, get thee out «f 
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's 
house, unto a land that I will skew thee." "So Abraham 
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depBrted, hb the Lord ha<] spoken unto Iiim."* Here we nt 
that it was by immedUle revelation that Abram received hit 
call to leave his country and liis father's house. " After 
these things the word of the Lord came unto Abrara in a 
vision, saying, fear not, Abram, / nm thy shield and thy ex- 
ceeding great reward-"t Here we have the exhortation 
presented to Abram immediately from the Lord, not to Jear, 
and doubtless the exhortation came with power. " And 
[yet] Abram said Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing 
I go childless .":|: " And Abram said, behold to me thou 
hast given no seed : and lo, one born in my house is mine 
heir."[| This, with the heart that knowclh its own bitter- 
ness, is often the discouraging language, whilst under the 
feeling of those corruptions, which, it may be erophotically 
said, are born in their own house. They are sighing for the 
promised seed, to bring them deliverance, which "seed is 
Christ." But, oh ! the condescending goodness and mercy of 
God; "and behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, say- 
ing, thie shall not be thine heir:"f then follow the gracious 
promises of enlargement : " And he Q Abram^ believed in the 
Lord ; and he counted it to him for righteousness i" and yet 
wain Abram interceded with God. " And he said, Lord 
God, whereby shall I know that I shaD inherit it ?"^ (mean> 
ing the promised land). " And he said, unto him, take me 
an heifer of three years old, and a turtle dove, and a young 
pigeon. And he took him all these, and he divided them in 
the midst, and laid each piece one against another, but the 
birds he divided not. And when the fowls came down upon 
the carcases, Abrara drove them away ; and when the sun 
was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and lo, an 
horror of ereat darkness fell upon him.** And it came to 
pass that when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a 
smoking furnace and a burning lamp that passed between the 
pieces.' ft It was probably in allusion to this vision and of- 
fering of the Patriarch, that Isaiah, when describing the glo- 
ries of Christ's kingdom, says, in the name of the Lord, " I 
will not rest until the righteousness thereof go forth as bright- 
ness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp tliat bumeth !"X% as 
a I'lmp, that while it enlightens the conscience, burnelh up the 
" chaff," and the corruptions of our degenerate nature " with 

^uencbable Gre." 
ut, oh ! that any should fbini, when under the close and 
trying dispensations of unerring wisdom ; for they are de- 
Mjgned for our purification from the defilements of sio^— 
l%ough the poor mind, it may be, is pressed down with hea- 
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vloess, through manlfolil trials, arising either from those coa- 
mas, that will be experienced in the Christian's progress to 
the heavenly Canaan ; or from those dispensations of an out- 
ward nature, which often try our faith, by afflicting the eouI, 
with what may be compared to an " horror of great dark- 
nesa," — yet there is an omnipotent, if invisible arm under- 
neath, which is able and graciously willing, to sustain the 
obedieut soul in every difficulty, — even the arm of Him who 
knows our frame and remembers that we are dust, and 
will not permit us to be tried beyond what ive are able to 
bear; and, therefore, though faith may be very closely tried, 
there is great cause for encouragement, " for we are made 
partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confl- 
dence, steadfast unto the end."* 

But we may perceive that with the grosser animals which 
Abram was commanded to surrender, to the operation of the 
smoking furnace and burning lamp, and which were divided 
in the midst, which may be understood to represent the more 
sensual portions of our nature, there was also the turtle dove 
and young pigeon, which may be compared not unfitly to 
that which appears more innocent and amiable in human na- 
ture, as well as to all creaturely self-rjghteousness; yet even 
these were to come under the refining operation. But this 
is " a path which ihe vulture's eye hath not seen ;"f and yet 
the truly awakened and converted Christian, who has attain- 
ed to the faith of Abraham, — that faith which works by love, 
and purifies the soul, will accept, " in all its fulness,'' the de- 
claration of the Saviour, "your father, Abraham, rejoiced to 
see ray day ; and he saw it, and was glad. "J 

But the faith of Abraham was not that which " being alone, 
was dead ;" the vulture's eye can reach to this ; — that unclean 
bird, which though soaring almost to the clouds [not an un- 
fit emblem of the towering wisdom of man, as regards spirit- 
uul things} yet has (he power of discerning putrescent bodies 
on the surface of the earth ; but the true laith of the Chris- 
tian does not stand ". in the wisdom of men, but in the power 
of God." 

It was the want of this living faith which stands " in the 
power of God," which made the Jews reject the Saviour. 
Though they had the Scriptures and trusted in them, yet 
wanting that which can alone render them " profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness, ''[] they rejected the offered mercy of Him, who 
came to be their Redeemer, and fell under his reproof for 
Iheir disobedience and unbelief. 

* Hebiaw ili., 14. f John vi)i.,Ii6. ,■ 
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" And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hitth torn 
imtness of me ; ye have neither beard his voice at any time, 
nor seen bis shape, and ye have not his tcord abiding m you, 
Jbr, whom be hath sent, ye believe not ; search tiie Scrip- 
ture!, for iR them, ye thinlt yc have eternal life ; and they are 
they, which testify of me, and ye will not come lo me that ye 
might have life."* Notwithstanding this remonstrance, the 
Jews, the apostate seed of Abraham, according to ibc flesh, 
lilEO some of modern times, could manifest by their conduct 
that their " whole soul abhorred" the doctrines and " princi- 
ple!" taught by the Redeemer ;f thus proving " that there 
IS a path, which no fowl knoweth, and which the vulture's eye 
hath not seen : the lion's whelps have not trodden it, nor the 
fierce lion passed by it."f 

Yet the encouraging language of the Prophet is, " Say to 
them that are of a fearful heart, be strong, fear not, behold, 
your God shall come with vengeance, even God with a re- 
compense; He will come and save you. Tl)en the eye* oF 
the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped."!! " And an highway shall be there, and a way, 
and it shall be called the way of holiness ; the unclean shut 
not pass over it ; but it shall be for these, the way-farina 
men, though fools, shall not err therein." " No lion BbaTl 
be there" — " And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs, and everlasting joy upon tbeir 
heads, and shall obtain joy and gladness, anil sorrow and 
eighing shall flee away."§ But these promises do not belong 
to those, who, though they say much respecting their beinz 
justified by faith alone, arc yet, practically unbelievers, if 
their faith rest more on the speculative wisdom of man, than 
OD " the power of God." 

On entering upon the important subject of Prayer, it may 
be remarked that if " Charity" or love, be the " bond of 
perfectncss,"^ without some degree of which, prevailing in 
men's minds, society could not exist, — and whence, mutt 
arise every interchange of beneSts and kind offices which W 
reciprocally receive one from another, and most especially 
those which spring from Christian Communion, — then, yet 
more assuredly, ui^ess the love of our Creator and Redeemer 
be deeply implanted in our hearts, can wc have no commu- 
nion with Him. And if in our natural and civil relations, we 
are led for assistance and succour to those who are nearest 
us in afiection, and with whom we arc also united by the Ues 
of consanguinity, and natural relationship;— if [he infant, by 

1^^ • JahQT.,33~IO. II 1u.xxi*„4,fi. 

^H, t J. WilkiDson. i lb. 0, 10. 

^B ; JobUTUi.,7,11. IICoLUi., 14. 



a natural inBtlnct, clings to the breast of iti parent for suste- 
nance and support, not less certainly does every true child of 
God, seek to its Creator, from whom it has received its be- 
ing, and to its Redeemer, from nbom it has received that 
newness of life, which is the earnest, and commencement of 
a happy immortality. Since it is to the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, that we owe all things, if this sentiment be 
duly impressed upon our minds, and we are truly sensible of 
our own entire inaulBciency and consequently of the need we 
have of his continual aid and support to conduct us with 
safety to the haven of rest and peace, — thence, assuredly 
will arise, the feeling of the necessity for our prayers being 
continually put up to Him for preservation and support. It 
was, then, with reference to our need and to the helplessness 
of our condition, that the injunction was given : " Take ye 
heed, watch and pray ; for ye know not when the time is."* 
" And what I say unto you, I say unto all, walch."f Thus 
it appears that prayer and supplication, with giving of thanks, 
is the imperative duty of all. 

But, it may be nskeJ, — is every one and at all times, im- 
pressed with that filial feeling of love to their heavenly Father, 
— ^with that true sense of their own need, — and imbued with 
that living faith, which gives the assurance, that we shall 
have the things which we ask for ? On the contrary, are 
there not many, who, if they were ever senaihle of the love 
of God being shed abroad in their hearts, have through un- 
watchfulness suflered that love to became cold, and who yet, 
may think themselves rich and full, and in want of nothmg, 
whose faith in their Redeemer has degenerated into a carnal 
lukewarm state of security, and of whom it may be said, that 
** many are weak and sickly," — " and many sleep." If such 
be the case, and the h'ves of many evidence that it is so, — 
how shall these hend the knee in acceptable prayer, before 
the most high God ? Is it not needful for these to anoint 
their " eyes witli eye salve" — " that they may see" their 
condition ; and is this not a needful preparation, before they 
can offer up acceptable prayer ? 

But the Secederssay : " In the simple coiitmanrf of our Lord, 
we have not only a warrant for private prayer, but an im- 
perative obligation to that duty : no preparation is enjoined, 
nor is nny implied, but a sense of need, and absolute impo- 
tence, on [he one hand ; and on the other, faith that God ii 
able and willing to supply our wants, when we ask in the 
name of Christ. This sense of destitution, and every degree 
of living faith, are from the operation of the Holy Spirit up- 
on the heart ; and where are we told to wail for a further 

• Matkxiii.,a3. t Tb. i„37. 
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preparation ■"• This may serve for an example of the in- 
sidious manner in which the views of the Seceders, were at 
the first propagated ; we need not, therefore, be surprUed 
that the uawary were, many of them, caught in the anare. 
There are, indeed, certain words put in italics on which evi- 
dently the greatest empliasis was intended to be laid, as that 
*' no preparation vias enjoined nor is ani/ implied," which 
serve to indicate the tendency of their views. It is argued 
that a sense of our condition, and faith that God is able and 
willing to supply our wants, when we do not ask " amiss," 
are essential requisites in nil true prayer ; and these can oaly 
be obtained by the operation of the Holy Spirit on the heart- 
In answer to the enquiry " Where are we told to wait for 
further preparation I" We would remind them of the answer 
of our Blessed Lord to them who were urging him to go up 
to Jerusalem; "My time is not yet come: but your time is 
always ready ;"t if, then, the time of thp Lord Jesus was not 
•'always ready," how much more have me need to wail, if we 
be sensible that the " answer of the tongue," as well aa 
" the preparation of the heart in miin, are from the Lord I" 
" All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes ; but the 
Lord weigheth the Spirit3.*'t It is therefore needful to wait 
for ability acceptably to utter words before God, " for we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us, with groanings which 
cannot be uttered. And lie that searcheth the hearts, know- 
eth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh iDter- 
ceision for the Saints according to the will of God;|) audit 
is those petitions only, whether secret or vocal, which ore 
according to the will of God, that can hnd acceptance with 
Him. 

But we shall find those of this party afterward, in a some* 
what less guarded manner, avowing their tenets, though ani* 
biguity may still be studied. In the work of the writer^ 
whose opinions we shall next advert to, there are many quo- 
tations from Scripture, which in the sense intended by the 
sacred penman, we accept with all willingness ; but from the 
Semi-Pelagian interpretations of the writer, we freely dis- 
sent. Tl)e following quotations from his book, may serve aa 
a clue to all his conclusions: — 
"Allow me. iheDitoiii. , , 
■ul^ect of religion that liberal spirit c 

which fou H) succEtefully employ on subjects of luGiiitely lesi □ 
ftrliiig UBured, as I do, tliat a prayerful atudy or the word of God. w 
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_, , you up in that takh, once delivered to the Sainta and dii 

laf hold of that hope of eCernid life which is b Chriat Jesus oi 



Lord." 



So, then, it is tliat free and untrammelled spirit of enquiry 
tliat is employed oh other subjects, which, in the study of the 
Scriptures, is to enable us to lay hold on tlie hope of eternal 
life. Here is even not any mention of the need we have of 
the assistance and direction of the Holy Spirit to guide ua 
unto all truth. In the following page, it is true, he uses the 
words of the great Apostle to the Gentiles: "I commend 
you to God, and the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up and to give you an inheritance among all them which 
are sanctified/'f But how does this contrast with his means 
as before specified ! We deny his premises, though we ac- 
cept with all readiness of mind those of the great Apostle. 

But let us hear this writer further, respecting the suffi- 
ciency of his means. "But why should the idea of our 
bringing a seed, an inward light, or an inward principle into 
the world with us, or having it impUmtedva us, as soon as we 
are born, move us to love God mwe than we should be in- 
duced to love Him, because he has furnished us with bodily 
organs, or with intellectual powers ?"J 

It is painful to contemplate the misrepresentation and levity 
with which this last extract is written ; but what we have at 
present to do with, is the Pelagianism of the opinions here 
openly avowed. Pelagius himself, could hardly advance any 
thing more offensive to true piety. It does not become us, 
poor finite creatures, to compare or to comment in this man- 
ner, on the various gifts of the Creator, with reference to the 
bountiful giver ; all his works were good, but wo ought to re- 
member that man by trangression fell, and that he can only 
be renewed again into the image of Him that created him, 
by l\ie power and operation of the promised seed, which is 
Christ, He " is the bringer in of that better hope by which 
we draw nigh unto God," and without his merciful aid all 
the boasted energies of a "liberal spirit of free and untram- 
melled enquiry," assisted by the possession of the most shin- 
ing intellectual powers, of which a poor fallen creature could 
ever boast, can never enable us to approach the throne of 
grace with acceptance. 

This writer seems himself to be sensible that there may 
exist a sense of destitution without the feeling of a capacity 
for true prayer, and he has, therefore, provided several pas- 
sages of Scripture to serve as substitutes for that " better 
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hope by which we draw nigh unto God." apparently forgeU 
ting the declaration, " la not my word like as a fire, saith the 
Lord, and like a hammer titat breakelh the rock in pieces ? 
Behold I am against the prophets, saith the Lord, that steal 
my words, every one from his neighbour."* Where do we 
gee the effects of the hurntng up of the chaff, and of the 
hammer, breaking the rocky hearts in pieces, or contriting 
the spirits of those who, by their continuance in wilful diso- 
bedience, ore prevented from experiencing that *' the answer 
of the tongue, and the preparation of the heart in man, are 
fVom the Lord." Though^ like the Pharisees, they may ap- 
peal to the authority, or steal the words of Scripture, in their 
prayers, — yet will they be found in a worse condition tlian 
the publican, who, having experienced his rocky heart con- 
trited, which was evidenced in his not daring, so much as to 
lift up his eyes to heaven, yet was enabled to cry with ac- 
ceptance, " God, be merciful to roe, a sinner V How ia all 
the spirit of untrammelled and free inquiry, and all the ^ride 
of intellectual powers, to be compared to those groanings, 
which could scarcely lind utterance, and which were evident- 
ly produced In the heart by the immediate o}>eration of the 
mighty power of God. 

But again to refer to the Secedcrs, who say in their 
" Epistle"— 

" Uoder a paiiiful sense of ihe incali^ulublc loss maiif of us liars W- 
laioed from peiverled views on the bubject of prayer, we venture mott 
cameBtlf to enlrcac to enter upon a scriptural riaminiition of tbis dnlj, 
and blessed privilege." " There are those who in this ntid in other in- 
atuicea have put the (tuard on the wrong aide, and b]r surrounding the 
tbrone efgriin with ■ Sinai-IJke awfulneas, have, we fear, miiiiatered but 
nw fatally to the indiSerence, indolence, pride, and unbelief of omd^ n«- 
tunlly hard heart ; and contrary to the general tenor and in oppoMlion 
to the express lunguage of Holy Sc^ripturc, have inculcated the idn tllU 
none should prgy without a pcrecptihic and Bupematural motion thtrcto. 
The word tfochcth othervrise. Our Lord, on being entreated bjr hla 
disctplea to teach ihem to prag, instructed them by a narrmtire, te ewdri 
in Luke xi., 5. in which he enforces the duty by the strongest eiiemoB*- 
raent, and implies the qualification to be a sense uf witnt."t 

In this extract, it is asserted, that the ijunlification for 
prayer is " a sense of want ;" that a sense of want is indis- 
putably an essential qualification, is fully acknowledged ; — 
butare there no other cjualificalions needful ? They do not 
venture to say, that there arc not, but from their silence oo 
the subjcel, they leave it to be inferred by their readers, ibnt 
■uch is the case. Tliey have chosen lo take their account 

* Jcr. XI. 111., 3«, -A M. » Kpiitl.. 



from Luke xi., where there occur in the version of the 
Lord's prayer there given, the words ; — " and forgive us our 
rins, for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us ;" 
which certainly implies a further qualification than a mere 
sense of want; but had tbey chosen to consult IMatthew, ch. 
vi-, they would have found the necessity of this qualification 
Airther illustrated. " For if ye forgive men their trespasaea, 
your Heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if ye for- 
give not men their trespasses, neitlier will your Father foigivc 
your trespasses." No doubt all men would wish themselves 
forgiven, and may threfore have the qualification which the 
Seceders require, — " a sense of want;" — but we learn here, 
that it was not sufficient, from tbe comment given by the Sa- 
viour of men, upon his own words : here it is seen, that if we 
forgive not others their trespasses, we need not hope to be for- 
given, and therefore cannot truly believe that the things for 
which we petition will be given to us. 

But it is essential in all true prayer that it be the prayer of 
faith; " And Jesus said unto them, have faith in God. For 
verily I say unto you, that whosoever shall say unto this 
mountain, be thou removed, and be thou cast into the aea, 
and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those 
things that he snilh shall come to pass, lie shall have whatso- 
ever he saiili. Therefore, 1 say unto you, what things soever 
ye desire when ye pray, believe that you receive them and ye 
shall have them,"* We see, then, according to the doctrine 
of our Lord, when we pray, " Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a right spirit within me,"f that if we 
have not forgiven others their trespasses we can have no 
right to espect or to believe that we shall ever receive an 
answer to the prayer, " Create in roe a clean heart, O God," 
and, therefore, not being the prayer of faith, it cannot find 
acceptance with Him who is said to be " of purer eyes than 
to behold evil.'* " Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord, my 
God, mine holy One ? We shall not die, O Lord thou hast 
ordained them for judgment; and O, mighty God, thou hast 
established them for correction. Thou art of purer eves than 
to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity; wtierefore 
lookest thou upon tliem that deal treacherously, and boldest 
thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is more 
righteous than he ?"J 

But there are other " qualifications necessary,'' — " there- 
fore, if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rcmemberest 
that thy bi'other hath ought against thee ; leave there thy gift 
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before the altar, and go thy way; first, be reconciled to thy 
brother, and thea come and otfer thy gill.''* It is, then, on 
euential "qualification" that we make compensation to, and 
be reconciled with those that have ought against us ; for " he 
that turneCh away his ear, from hearing the law, eren his 
pnver shall be an abomi nation."'}' Some of those negative 
qualities, which may operate as hinilerances to prayer, have 
now been briefly considered, and there are doubtless many 
others. There are also " qualifications'' of a positive nature, 
which are essential to all true and acceptable prayer, and 
which it is needful should operate on our hearts and feelingSt 
when we venture to approach the Divine footstool; it will, 
therefore, be necessary to notice these, io considering tlie 
opinions of the Seceders. 

The Prophet Jeremiah, describes in beautiful and aifectiog 
language some of these " preparations of the heart which are 
of the Lord," and which eminently qualify for that answer of 
the tongue, which can only he obtained through the like pre* 
ciaus influence. " The Lord is good unto them that viait for 
bim, to the soul that seekcth him. It is good that n nmn 
should both hope and quietiy luait for the salvation of the 
Lord. It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in bis 

Jouth. He sitteth alone, and keepeth silence because lie 
ath born it upon him, he putteth his mouth in the duet ; if 
so be there may be hope."|: 

The silence here recommended, is not as some have slan- 
derously reported, " a deadeniug system of sephulcfaral si- 
tence,"!! but h the blessed experience of many who have 
found that " the Lord is good unto them that wait for him" 
—that "it is good that a man should both hope and quietly 
wait for thesalvation of the Lord-" "But this is a path tliat 
DO fowl knowelb, that the vulture's eye hath not seen ;" yet 
this knowledge cheers the path of the true Christian, and ihie 
hope can only be attained through living faith ; — not that 
faith, which " being alone, is dead," but that which strength- 
ens the mind to draw nigh unto God, in true and fervent 
praver. Those who are thus exercised, are made livingl^ to 
untierstand the declaration of the prophet ; — " The Lord is in 
his holy temple ; let all the earth keep silence before him fj 
equally intelligible to such is the language of another pro- 
phet, — " Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord, for he is rais- 
ed up, out of his holy habitation, "f but this requires such ■ 
•ubjugation of the mind and will, that those who are full or 
ibeir own Belf-.sufiiciency cannot attain unto or even under- 
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atand : hence arises the extreme importance of the attaio- 
ment of the child'like etate, that state in which we become 
fitted to receive instruction in righteousness, and without 
which we can make no advances therein, or possess any " qua- 
lification'' for true and acceptable prayer. 

The author of " Qualterism Examined," remarks that — " to 
enumerate the evils that result from radical error, would be 
endless ; but I cannot be satisfied to close this examination of 
the system of Quakerism, without very seriously adverting to 
the dreadful evil which results from the notion of an " inward 
light as it relates to prayer.''* After the attention which has 
been bestowed on this important subject, as It regards the 
opinions of the Seceders, it would seem needless to continue 
the investigation further, were it not for the extraordinary 
language made use of, at the conclusion of the last extract. 
But how a sense of want, which they themselves allow to be 
a needful " qualification," is to be obtained, unless the mind be 
inwardly illumioated with respect to its condition, would be 
difficult to prove. The Seceders themselves, say in their 
epistle, that a sense of destitution is obtained " from the 
operation of the Holy Spirit upon the heart;'' now that 
wnich manifests to us oui' condition, by its operation upon 
the heart, is an inward light, " for whatsoever doth make ma- 
nifest is tight." 

But their quarrel in this instance, at least, seems to be 
with the use of terms, otherwise the objection would involve 
an absurdity; unless, indeed, they really do not believe In 
any spiritual illumination whatever. The reasonings of the 
writer from whom the extract is taken, might seem to lead 
his reader to the conclusion that he did not, because he says, 
" Is there a single passage in the New Testament by wlucli 
it can be proved, that our Lord Jesus Christ, or his v^posties, 
ever directed any persons to a light within themselves ?"f 
But we can hardly believe that the Seceders in general, have 
retrograded so far, as to adopt the opinions of simple Pela- 
giaoism, as avowed in the last extract. 

Some may object to the use of the terms " inward light," 
" universal and saving light," &c., because they are not to 
be found in precisely the same words in Holy Scripture ; 
but these persons should recollect, that the occasion had not 
then arisen for their use. The Christians in the time of the 
Apostles, and it is believed for long atler, accepted the doc- 
trme of spiritual illumination, and of spiritual communion with 
each oiher, and with the Great Head of the Church, in all 
its fulness. " Ye are our Epistle, written in our heart, known 
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and read of all men; forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared 
to be the epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not neiA 
inA, bat with the Spirit of the living God, not in tables of 
stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart."* " Ye, also, as 
lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priest- 
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ.f 

" Until Pelagius arose, the necessity of Internal efficacious 
grace was not dieputed." Hence, tliere was no occasion for 
the use of the term " inward light," to distinguish this doc- 
trine from the opinion of those who held that all men wUb 
respect to the means, by which they are brought to a know- 
ledge of the truth, were furnished with nothing but an ex- 
temal revelation. In like manner, ailer the Schoolmen by 
dieir subtleties, and distinctions, had endeavoured to prove 
tliat the knowledge of Christ as he is made known in the 
heart, by the testimony of the " Holy Spirit, that proceedeth 
from the Father," " had ceased to be immediately communi- 
cated to the soul, through that Holy influence, and that (o 
us on the contrary, all revelation was mediate, and after they 
had invented the distinctions between objective and subject- 
ive revelation, asserting that to the Apostles only, was the 
knowledge of the truths of the Gojipel communicated by ob- 
jective or immediate revelation, but that to the Church and 
to believers in the present day. Divine Truth was communi- 
cated only by subjective revelation, or by the Holy Spirit 
secretly influencing the mind to receive the truths recorded 
in Scripture; then, it became necessary for those who dis- 
sented from such opinions, to assert the truth in opposition 
to these perverted views of Christian Doctrine- They assert- 
ed, therefore, that to the church and to believers In the pre- 
sent day, according to thepromiseof the Redeemer to be with 
his Church to the end of the world, there was still afforded 
to his people, not only th;it influence by which we can be 
etiabled rightly to underslajid tlic sacred truths of Scripture, 
or what the Schoolmen termed subjective revelation ; — but, 
also, that by which the trmhs of the Gospel were communi- 
cated to the a^uls of men, however circumstanced, so far as 
it was needful for their redemption from the power of sin ; 
and for their salvation, such n measure of this grace as may 
be suflicicnt to effect the gracious purposes of Him, who gavo 
himself a ransom for the sins of the whole world : and that 
this grace so communicated was given not only to Individuals 
in an immediate, or, as the Schoolmen, in an objective man- 
ner ; but that this grace had " appeared to all men." 
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Hence it was that Bai'clay and his coadjutors asserted, that 
men were favoured with an " inward light," ns distinguished 
from theexternallightof Holy Scripture J and that this light 
was communicated immediately to the soul ; that tneo were 
favoured not only with subjective, but also with objective re- 
velation. Hence arose the necessity under which the early 
Friends were led to adopt these terms of the Schoolmen in 
their controversies with them, and to assert generally ; that 
" the grace of God that hath appeared to all men," ii 
"an universal and saving light." That the scholastic terms 
here adverted to, did not originate with U. Barclay, appears 
from the following quotation from George Keith's ■' Imme- 
diate Revelation not ceased," an authority that some have 
felt little objection to quote when it has suited their purpose. 
Keith says, " I am constrained to use these terms for their 
(his opponents') sake."* He refers to a work by Robert 
Barron, who is " called Doctor of Divinity in Aberdeen,'' 
whose book, he says, was written some years before his own; 
81 follows: — "When he declared his doctrine concerning 
immediate or inward Uevclation, ez^rfe objecti, and ex par- 
te tvJ^eeti, afGrraing that ex parte ohjecti, to be ceased." 
Keith's book is dated the 7th of the 4th Month, 1668. The 
reader may observe, lliat Barron's book was written some 
years before U. Barclay returned from France (where he 
had in part received his education) in 1666, being then 18 
years of age; and he did not join the Society of Friends 
until 1667. The Theses Theohgial and Apology of R. 
Barclay bear the date of 1673, seven years after the publi- 
cation of Keith; and Keith's work, as before stated, was 
published some years after R. Barron's, whose mode of rea- 
soning was employed by the students of Aberdeen in their 
disputes with Barclay and Keith, and with which they ap- 
pear to have been familiarly acquainted before the apology 
was written. It is, therefore, evident, beyond controversy, 
that the terms objective and subjective revelation did not 
originate with Friends ; but that it was in answering their 
opponents that tliey were driven to the use of them. They 
themselves, as regards their doctrines, might adopt the lan- 
guage used by the Apostle in all its simplicity and truth; 
" Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but 
the spirit whicli is of God : that we might know the things 
which arefreelr/ given to us of God. Which things also we 
speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holi/ Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual ."f 
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Before concluding this essay, we irould otTer a feir re- 
mnrks on the doctrine held by the Seceders, that we must 
neceEBarily continue sinners for the term of life. This doc- 
trine is stated, in the most explicit terms, in the follomng 
extract, and as there is no Scripture to be found that can, 
by any fair and simple construction, be made to support this 
opinion, it may, therefore, be justly ritnked with tliose views, 
which arc produced by the delusion of the Devil. The ex* 
tract is as follows : — " The Apostle Paul declares, ye cannot 
do the things that ye would ;• — why ? Because tlie flesh 
lusteth against the spirit, and these are contrary the one to 
the other. How then can there be perfection while there is 
flesh to lust against the spirit? No; sin has ruined the 
whole frame ; and, although we have the sure hope that our 
vile body shall be changed and fashioned according to 
Christ's glorious body, yet while we have this vile body, such 
is its influence, that even the most watchful and the most 
devoted and energetic saints will ever be made sensible to 
their deep humiliation, that, so far from perfcctioni their 
best action.?, words, and thoughts, require atoning bloodi and 
their very tears want washing in it."f 

This copious extract has been given that it may appear 
that the subject has been fairly met, persuaded as we are 
that the whole, except the ([uotations from Scripture, is a 
delusion of the grand adversary, to prevent poor mortals 
from pressing after the reward set before them, even the vio 
tory of the saints. " For whatsoever is born of God, over- 
coraeth the world : and this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith."J It may be true that those who 
are in the possession of no other faith than that which, being 
alone, is dead, can never attain to this, even their best acliona, 
words, and thoughts, need washing, but those who experi- 
ence what is intimated by the Apostle Paul : " and such 
were some of you ; but ye are waihed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye arc justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and W 
the Spirit of our God,"|j evidence that they are endued with 
that faith that giveth the victory and overcomelh the woriil. 
But let us turn to tlie Scriptures adduced, and see how ihey 
support the opinion that we necessarily sin for the term of 
life ; and first, the passage (Gal. v.) where we shall find the 
meanit^ of the Apostle grossly perverted : " This I say, then> 
walk in the spirit, and ye ikall ttol fu!61 the lust of the Hcsb,'^ 
" For the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit against 
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the flesh, and these are contrary the one to the other, so that ye 
cannot do the things that ye would ;"* " for if ye be led by 
the spirit ye are not under the law,"f " but the fruit of the 
spirit is love, joy, peace, long-EufFering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meeknesB, temperance : against such, there id no law. 
And they that are Christ's have crucifitd the jUsh, with the 
affections and lust8."J How any man durst venture so to 
contradict the plain sense of the Apostle, from whom he 
quotes, it is difficult to conceive, unless labouring under the 
grossest delusion. The Apostle's language is, " Walk in the 
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh," This, 
the writer contradicts, and evidently disbelieves ; but what 
right has any one, professing to be a Christian writer, to con- 
tradict, in so unblushing a manner, the express language of 
Scripture? — and that, merely because of his own unbelief; 
which, with all his skill in sophistry, he cannot cover ? 

In another place he treats the Apostle John little better 
than the Apostle Paul ; he quotes 1 John i., 10, — " If we 
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us ;" and then adds, " But this is not ail, for 



latter reference, he thinks that he proves, that the Apostle 
meant to say that all continue to be sinners, whatever might 
be their advances in holiness; but it is evident that the 
Apostle only meant to assert, that all had sinned ; not that 
all continuedin sin for the term of life : otherwise what could 
have been his meaning when he says, " If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness ?"^ But how can ijiote 
be said to be cleansed from all unrighteousness, whose " best 
actions, words, and thoughts," are polluted with sin ? The 
Apostle says, ■' whosoever abideth in him (Christ) sinneth 
not; whosoever sinneth, hath not seen him, neither known 
him."^ 

The Apostle John uses the following language in the in- 
troduction to the Book of Revelations, in his address to the 
Churches : — " I, John, who also am your brother and compa- 
nion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ."** Some readers might find occasion to stumble at 
the language of this address; for the word kingdom imphes 
dominion : bow, then, is it consistent with a state of tribu- 
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latioHi or with patience, in whicli suffering is implied ? But 
such is the Cbristian's course, and sucli are the qualifica- 
tions Ibr the conflict that insures the victory; dominion 
must be held, and the warfare must be maintained against 
all the assaults of the enemy, through the power of Him 
" who led captivity captive> and obtained gifts for men, yen 
for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell amongst 
them." But even the great Head of thcChurcli was tempted 
like as we are, and yet without sin. And the apostle Paul, 
after having been highly favoured, says—" And lest I sbould 
be exalted above measure, through the abundance of the 
revelations, there was given unto me a thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of Satan, to buffet me, lest 1 should be exalted 
above measure." For tliis thing 1 besought the Lord thrice, 
that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, " my 
grace is «y^ien( for thee : for my strength is made perfect 
■n wecJMess.*" Here we sec that the apostle, in a season of 
conflict, had an assurance given him, that the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ was sufiicieot for him. It is even said of 
(be Saviour himself, " that *■ it became him, for whom are 
all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons 
to gloryi to make the Captain of their Salvation perfect 
through suiferings."-)- It appears, therefore, that a state of 
temptation and conflict, is not inconsistent with exemption 
from sin, or even with the state of the highest purity and 
holiness, as is manifest from the example of the Saviour him- 
self, and that the grace which comes from Him is suEiicient, 
though made perfect in weakness : thus, then, the tiiilbAil 
can say — '■ And behold God himself is with us for our Cap- 
tain ."j: 

In concluding this essay in vindication of the faith as Jt 
was delivered to the saints, the writer desires lo draw tbo 
attention of his readers to the closing words of the Epistle 
1^ Jude 1 — 

" Now unto Ilim that is able to keep you from falling, and 
to present you faultless before the presence of his glory, with 
exceeding joy ; to the only wise God, our Saviour, be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, botli now and for ever— 
Amen." II 
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